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“The most important role 
of the polytech’s is to serve 
the community”, said Dep-
uty Leader of the Labour 
Party Grant Robertson add-
ing that this was was perhaps 
being lost sight of. 

He was speaking at a 
meeting in New Plymouth. 
Andrew Little MP also ad-
dressed the meeting held on 
Monday March 4 at St Jo-
seph’s Church Hall, Powder-
ham Street. A hot topic was 
the situation of polytechnics 
in NZ, with particular refer-
ence to WITT and Richard 
Handley, who was not re-
appointed as CEO of WITT 
when his fi ve year term was 
up. The CEO was in the au-
dience. He was told he was 
welcome to reapply for his 
position but chose not to.

 Mr Robertson pointed out 
that in 2009 the National-led 
Government changed the 
way polytechnics are run 
with reference to their gov-
ernance. The changes were 
not for the best, he thought, 
as representation was less 
comprehensive. Mention-
ing that he had just visited 
WITT with Andrew Little, 
he said that concern amongst 
the staff was “very wide-
spread”. He added, “What 
the governing body are do-
ing is not accepted”, he said. 
Students also had concerns 
about the situation “We re-
ally care about what is hap-
pening” was the prevailing 
feeling.

 Earlier, Mr Robertson la-
mented the fact that 1,900 
students had left school be-
fore the age of 16, which 
was permitted by way of an 

Are we losing sight of 
polytechnics role

‘exemption’. “We have no 
idea where they are now”, 
commented Mr Robertson. 
He added, “We can’t have 
them just drifting around”.

He continued, “As a coun-
try we need to be more 
‘hands on” adding “This 
Government is hands off”.

He had some comments 
on the economy, notably in 
connection with affordable 
newly-built houses. “We 
need new ways to look at the 
economy” He pointed out 
that only 5% of the homes 
built in the last 12 months 
could be termed “afford-
able” – that is around the 
$300,000 mark.

As regards job creation he 
said that Mr Key had prom-
ised 170,000 new jobs, but 
instead, “There were 30,000 
jobs lost in the last year”. Re-
turning to the earlier theme 
he repeated, “We need to be 
more hands on”.

A missed opportunity was 
giving the contract to build 
new NZ Rail train carriages 
to overseas manufacturers 
(in China), instead of the 
Hillside Workshop in Dune-
din who “lost out” by the 
move. He highlighted the impor-

tance of the regions, as op-
posed to just the large cit-
ies, such as Auckland. “It is 
the regions that make New 
Zealand the great country it 
is”, he observed. “We need 
to invest in the regions”, he 
concluded.

Mr Robertson outlined 
some policies a Labour–led 
government would legislate 

for, if elected. One was a 
capital gains tax (of 15%) 
on a second house – not the 
family home. With respect 
to employment, a subsidy 
would be offered to employ-
ers as an incentive to take on 
people who are on the unem-
ployment benefi t.
 Mr Robertson dealt with a 

Grant Robertson, Deputy Leader of the Labour Party, speaking in New Plymouth 
recently.

Hudson Simons (4 months) devouring the latest news - 
“after we had read it of course” says proud grandmoth-
er Gail Simons from Inglewood who sent in the photo. 
“There was a tantrum when we took it away from her.”

Devouring the news

Head students at 
Coastal Taranaki 
School. Page 3

International effort 
needed to save planet. 
Page 5.

Opunake burning? 
Page .11

James Langton connects 
with a right in his boxing 
fi ght. See page 17.
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Call today for a free 
measure and quote

Rejected again

  Good on you for publish-
ing arguments both for and 
against in the same issue.
  Those on either side are in-
variably highly qualifi ed 
and quote some pretty im-
pressive research back up. 
They are also professionals 
and not the sort of people 
likely to push their barrows 
for personal gain. We hope - 
unlike the spin doctors from 
the drug companies or those 
with political agendas. 
  So where does it put we lay 
people when even they can›t 
agree on whether it›s a good 
thing or not? Up the creek 
without a paddle I›d sug-
gest. The same creek as the 
self important Councillors or 
Politicians who are none the 
wiser yet seem to think they 
are better placed to make a 
decision for us - which is 
pretty arrogant, given that 
we were trusted with enough 
intelligence to put them 
where they are.
  Although in retrospect, in 
some cases maybe it just 
proves how gullible we are.
  It should be decided by 
public vote. End of story. 
                         John Leith JP

Oakura

   I was interested to read Dr 
Keith Blayney’s reply to the 
fl uoride debate stating it was 
“NOT mass medication; it is 
adjusting a trace element al-
ready present in the water to 
the ideal level.”  That state-
ment is untrue!
   In fact the element added 
to the Hawera, Okaiawa 
, Ohawe, Normanby and 
probably Waverly and Patea 

Next issue of the 
Opunake & Coastal News is on 

March 28  
 -get your contributions in early

Taranaki wide sales, hire and service.

Free delivery, competitive prices.

MOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERS
and all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help you

with whatever you need.with whatever you need.with whatever you need.with whatever you need.with whatever you need.

Kevin & Marilyn Bromell
279 Broadway Stratford

Ph (06) 765-7633

Freephone 0800 765 763
www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

water is hydrofl uorosilicic 
acid (supplied by Orica). I 
doubt very much that this 
“toxic waste” is already in 
our water. 
   The Canadian Environ-
mental Protection Act clas-
sifi es Hydrofl uorosilicic 
Acid as “persistent”, “bio-
accumulative” and “toxic”. 
Environment Canada classi-
fi es it as a “hazardous sub-
stance”. Transport Canada 
classifi es it as a “dangerous 
good”. 
   The US Environmental 
Protection Agency classi-
fi es it as “class one hazard-
ous”. Dr J William Hirzy 
(2000) Senior Chemist at 
the US EPA Headquarters 
states; ‘If this stuff (hydro-
fl uorosilicic acid) gets out 
in the air, it’s a pollutant; if 
it gets into the river, it’s a 
pollutant; if it gets into the 
lake, it’s a pollutant;  but if it 
goes straight into your drink-
ing water system, it’s not a 
pollutant. That’s amazing”. 
The U.S. EPA staff refuse 
to drink fl uoridated water in 
their workplace and have to 
be supplied with unfl uori-
dated  “bottled water”.
  The answer could be here: 
Rebecca Hamner  (1983) 
Deputy Assistant Admin-
istrator For Water US EPA 
states: “In regard to the 
use of fl uorosilicic acid 
as a source of fl uoride for 
fl uoridation, this agency re-
gards such use as an ideal 
environmental solution to a 
long- standing problem. By 
recovering by-product fl uo-
rosilicic acid from fertilizer 
manufacturing. Water and 

air pollution are minimized”. 
In other words the solution 
to pollution is dilution! 
   How many would know 
that the majority of 
European countries (not 
Third World) except Britain 
and Northern Ireland refuse 
to fl uoridate their drinking 
water
  Could I respectfully sug-
gest that those community 
leaders who advocate water 
fl uoridation check out an ar-
ticle by a “former” advocate 
John Colquhoun. Former 
Principal Dental Offi cer for 
Auckland “Why I Changed 
My Mind About Water Flu-
oridation” who said:  “I had 
fi ercely-and, I now regret, 
rather arrogantly – poured 
scorn on another Council 
member (a lay person who 
had heard and accepted the 
case against fl uoridation) 
and persuaded the Mayor 
and majority of my fellow 
councillors to agree on fl uo-
ridation of our water sup-
ply”. 

 Bill Hazeldine
Normanby

 
I just can’t accept 

  I often read Pastor Rich-
ard Oliver’s opinions if for 
no other reason than I have 
a morbid fascination at how 
irrational individuals can 
become once blind belief 
overcomes common sense.  
His latest musings about 
the ‘Day of the Lord’ are a 
mix of amusing and absurd 
statements. The Taleban are 
currently getting a bad rap 
for lashings and chopping 

off the hands of sinners but 
here we have, in a conserva-
tive rural newspaper, a local 
pastor advocating that these 
same folk will soon ‘get 
their just rewards’. That’s 
Bible speak for being put to 
death. Exterminated not by 
fellow men but by the God 
he worships and extorts us 
to worship as well (or suf-
fer the fate). The good Pas-
tor claims to know that the 
Lord’s day is close due to 
the fact the world is appar-
ently having bigger storms, 
earthquakes and general ca-
tastrophes. All sent by the 
Lord as a forewarning - and 
bugger the collateral damage 
to believers and non believ-
ers alike. 
  I’m sorry Mr Oliver, I just 
can’t bring myself to “take 
grace” and accept your 
vengeful, harsh and cruel 
(your words not mine) God. 
According to you this is the 
bloke who is going to mur-
der anyone who has ever sto-
len, cheated or even told a lie 
- unless of course you accept 
Christ, because that makes it 
all OK. 
  I imagine after the “distress 
and destruction” - the geno-
cide of the general public 
this entails - it’s going to be 
a very lonely world for the 
righteous. 
  Unless - of course - just like 
all the other times, he fails to 
turn up.
                               B.Davies

Okato 

Fluoridation of water supplies

 He was rejected. The One 
who had created the World, 
had spoken to Abraham, and 
had led Israel as a pillar of 
cloud through the wilderness, 
was now in human form. He 
was rejected.
  His crime? 
  Jesus pointed back to the 
Bible. This showed where 
the historical church had 
gone astray. But rather than 
say, “Sorry” and accept the 
written Word of God they 
crucifi ed the Living Word of 
God. 
  The Scribes and Pharisees 
had got things wrong. They 
controlled the people by 
saying they had the historical 
truth. Only they could judge 
what was right or wrong. 
  But we wouldn’t do that 
today, would we? ‘Wanna’ 
bet?
  The Christian church has 

gained traditions by the 
tonne. It also has a range 
of standardised beliefs and 
dogma. Just as with the 
scribes and Pharisees, some 
of these are different from 
the Bible. The issue is, if 
Jesus came and pointed out 
the errors would they say, 
“Sorry” and accept the Bible 
as the fi nal authority?
  Jesus came as a carpenter, 
not through the church 
training colleges. He did 
miracles but He taught 
things differently. He was 
outside the system. 
  God sent a simple man, 
William Branham, whose 
world ministry went from 
1947 to 1965. There were 
healings, miracles, raising of 
the dead, more than is listed 
for Jesus of Nazareth. (It 
isn’t the man, but it is God in 
the man that counts.) 

  Jesus promised He would 
live through His Believers. 
He also promised that 
He would send Elijah the 
Prophet to restore all things. 
Was this man the one with 
the Spirit of Elijah sent to 
forerun the secret coming of 
Christ?
  Well the test has to be does 
he point us back to the Bible 
just as the original Elijah did 
on Mount Carmel and Jesus 
did with the Pharisees? 
  And the answer is yes. The 
message brought by this 
prophet does exactly that.
But now there is a choice 
once again. Shall we sing 
praises in church on Sunday 
just as the people did on 
Palm Sunday and shall 
we then cry “Crucify the 
Message” on Friday like 
good Pharisees? 
  Or will you determine to 

accept the Bible as God’s 
Word and check out the truth 
about the Message? After 
all, it could just be the Word 
of God for today!

Richard Oliver
Pastor Eltham Message 

Church
www.messagechurch.com 

Family Federation for World Peace & Unification
Peter & Vivi Holdem, 2 Tayler Street, Eltham 

’’Many prayers offered today are self-centred, full of requests for 
money, health and comfort. Compared to Jesus’ tradition, these people 

have the mind of a thief; they don’t think at all about giving, only 
about taking’’. Rev Sun Myung Moon 

  

To advertise phone 
(06) 761 7016
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Feathermont
Pet Supplies

AQUATIC
Gold Fish • Air Pumps • Aquariums • Filters 

• Ornaments • Tropical - Guppies • Gouramies 
• African Chichilds • Zebra Convicts  

• Axolotls • Turtles
BIRDS

Budgies • Canaries • Books • Bredding Boxes 
• Cage accesories • Feeders • Cages • Seed

CAT SUPPLIES • DOG SUPPLIES 
 • REPTILE SUPPLIES AND MORE

86 Victoria Street, Kaponga
Mon-Friday 9:00am-4:30pm

Sat 9:00am-12:00
Phone Donna (06) 764 6100 or 027 258 6695

Restoration work available on request

Whina Waiariki and Ari-
arna Hickey share the role of 
Head Student. Both are aged 
17. The Deputy Head stu-
dents are Jaydene Transom 
(17) and Siobahn Manuel 
(16).

Whina Waiariki
 “It took me a while (for it to 
sink in). It was overwhelm-
ing” – was her reaction to 
her appointment.
 This year she is studying 
Hospitality, Biology (Levels 
2 and 3), English, Perform-
ing Arts – and her favourite 
- Te Reo Maori.

Head students Coastal Taranaki 
School all girls

 In her role as leader she 
intends to encourage closer 
integration of the Junior 
and Senior parts of the 
school. She also hopes to 
promote more sports within 
the school, including games 
such as netball.
When not studying, music 
and her friends occupy her 
time.
 When Whina leaves school 
she will train to become a 
nurse.
Ariarna Hickey
 “I was surprised and excited 
and a little bit shocked,” said 

Ariarna at hearing the news 
she was to be Head Girl. She 
added that she was pleased 
to share the role with Whina 
as she is a good friend and 
they should work well to-
gether.
 This year she is studying 
English, Chemistry, Physi-
cal Education, Drama, as 
well as her co-favourites So-
cial Studies and Biology.
As a student leader Ariarna 
is keen to strengthen the link 
between the Senior and Ju-
nior school. She also intends 
to ensure assemblies – which 
the student leaders run - are 
fun and enjoyable.
Her interests include surfi ng 
and, in winter, snowboard-
ing.
 When she leaves school she 
intends to attend university 
(Otago or Victoria) to study 
Marine Ecology or Geology.
“I’m looking forward to (the 
rest of) this year”, she con-
cludes.
Jaydene Transom
 Jaydene explains that last 
year she was Arts Captain. 
“I was surprised they gave 
me two leadership roles. I 
was quite pleased – it gave 
me variety on the spectrum”, 
she commented.
 This year she is studying 
her two favourites English 
and Media Studies, as well 
as Drama, IT, Hospitality 
and Art.
 In her role as a leader she 
is keen to get the school in-
volved more in charities. 
She feels that there is room 
for improvement in this re-
spect. She hopes to promote 
a stronger link between the 
Junior and Senior schools to 
“create that bond”.
 For relaxation, art and mu-
sic are her focus. She enjoys 

playing the acoustic guitar 
and is self-taught.
 As to the future she intends 
a career in journalism, which 
she expects will require uni-
versity study.
Siobahn Manual
 Her reaction to being ap-
pointed a student leader? “I 
was really surprised as I am 
younger than the others at 16 
and in Year 12”. She adds, “I 
was really happy”.
 This year she is studying 
English, Mathematics, Biol-
ogy, Art, Hospitality and her 
favourite - Drama. She says 
she is involved in running 
the school productions and 
has always been “interested 
in the fi lm business”.
 As a leader she intends to 
publicize the school more. 
“They know we’re here, but 
not how we compare with 
other schools”.
 In her spare time she plays 
the acoustic guitar. She also 
enjoys interacting with her 
family, a close unit.
When Siobahn leaves school 
she intends to train as a para-
medic.

 

From left are Whina Waiariki, Ariarna Hickey, Jaydene Transom and Siobahn Manuel. These young women 
are the student leaders at Coastal Taranaki School.

number of questions from 
the fl oor. One was why was 
the Government so popular 
(according to opinion polls) 
when there had been a num-
ber of mishaps. He likened 
the electoral landscape to 
a tactical 1500 metres race 
and concluded, “The Gen-
eral Election is the only poll 
that matters”.

In response to a question 
regarding education, he 
listed several government 
initiatives or proposals as 
“distractions”. Examples 
included league type tables 
and “the class size nonsense 
last year”. “We must stop 
the stupid distractions”, he 
stated.

The Novopay debacle was 
aired. “It is showing no signs 

of improving. This cannot go 
on”. He thought a possible 
way forward was to reinstate 
the previous Datacom sys-
tem, which had been disman-
tled (but would need reacti-
vating) and run it in parallel 
with the Novopay system.

There was a petition on the 
asset sale programme to be 
signed by those who wished. 
It read, “Do you support the 
Government selling up to 
49% of Meridian Energy, 
Mighty River Power, Genesis 
Power, Solid Energy and Air 
NZ.

It continued.
To the House of Represen-
tatives we, the undersigned, 
pursuant to the Citizens Initi-
ated Referenda Act 1993 ask 
that an indicative referen-
dum be held on the following 
question.

Are we losing sight 
of polytechnics role
Continued from page 1

COASTAL TARANAKI SCHOOL

PARENT INTERVIEWS YR 1-13
WEDNESDAY 27th MARCH 2013 - 9.00AM - 6.30PM

YEAR 1-8
On Wednesday 27th from 9.00am - 6.30pm we will be holding parent 
information interviews in 15 minute time slots, during which the 
teacher will discuss and explain your child’s testing results, what their 
next steps in learning are and how you as parents can help.
YEAR 9-13
Interviews will also be held for our Year 9-13 students.  The 15 minute 
interviews will be held in the subject teachers room.  Students will be 
encouraged to set goals and plan for the next two terms.  Information 
will be shared that will help the goal setting process and identify areas 
of strength.
Bookings are necessary and can be made through the schools 
electronic booking system or by phoning 06 752 4022.
All students are required to attend the interview with their parents.

Contributors to the paper
Please could contributors, 

if emailing their articles, 
send the article as a Word at-
tachment -  preferably with-
out logos etc included, just 
the text and also labelled. 
eg., Timbuktu Golf News 
etc. Also please don’t put a 
space between paragraphs.

 It’s also helpful if photos 
accompanying articles are 
also identically labelled so 
they don’t get become dis-
sociated from the article 
(there is less likelihood of 
them being accidentally left 
out).  It is also helpful if 
captions for photos accom-
panying articles are writ-

ten at the bottom of the ar-
ticle and not sent separately. 
This format is much easier 
for us to process and mi-
nimises mistakes occurring.

Your co-operation in 
this is most appreciated.

Also please note the 
email address on the inside 
cover (bottom of page 2). 
Some people are still us-
ing our old gmail which 
we are trying to phase out.

Also please note we are 
able to sell colour photos 
now due to our recent ac-
quisition of a colour printer.

Many thanks.
Editor
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COUNCILLORS COMMENTLeatherbyLeatherbyLeatherbyLeatherbyLeatherby
BuildersBuildersBuildersBuildersBuilders

• New Homes/Renovations
• Decks/Fences
• Concrete Work
• Bathrooms/Kitchens
• Alterations
• Free quotes

Call  Corey
027 778 0869

or     Emma
027 487 1403

Email: weta.emma@gmail.com
57b Anglers Ave, Warea

If you need a sounding board or specific advice to help 
grow your business then Business Mentors can help you.

Venture Taranaki co-ordinates the Business Mentors 
programme and has access to experienced, successful 
business professionals to support you and your business. 

“We have learnt so much!  Regular contact with 
Venture Taranaki and our Mentor has opened  
our eyes to new ways of doing things.  
We’re seeing positive results.”

- Adventure Tourism business, South Taranaki

South Taranaki businesses could be eligible for free 
registration.  To sign up today call Jane on  
0274 544 597 or email jane@venture.org.nz

Venture
TARANAKI
Te Puna Umanga

Need to
chat to someone about 
your business?  

• CARS •VANS
RENTAL VEHICLES

PICKERING MOTORS
11 TENNYSON ST   OPUNAKE   PH (06)  761-8363
0800 22 11 20    Email: pickering.motors@xtra.co.nz

• CHARTER
  BUSES

• VANS

• TOUR BUSES

ALUMINIUM  SCAFFOLDING
 FOR  HIRE

$35 per day,  $50 weekend.
More than 6 days $30 per day.

WATERBLASTER FOR HIRE
Petrol 3000 psi 15L/minC

Cost: Half day $90, Full day $120, Weekend
$130.  Friday after 3pm return Monday 9am.

Bond for waterblaster and scaffolding $50.
For more information contact Tracey or Christine at

 

RIGHT: Opunake 
L:akeside Lions President, 
Kaye Mourie was delight-
ed to present a cheque to 
Kevin Neilson, from the 
Rangimaire Hospice.  The 
money was from the very 
successful Christmas Homes 
project.  Some of the other 
people who helped this Li-
ons project were, from left, 
Rosalie Drummond, Wilma 
Crawford, Lynley Lark, and 
Kelly Langton. This pre-
sentation was at the Opu-
nake Lakeside Lions Club›s 
March tea meeting at the 
Club Hotel in Opunake.

 

Lions Christmas cheer for Hospice

  
 A design competition will 

see Okato’s identity depicted 
in festive streetlights.

  The Kaitake Community 
Board is calling for entries 
to the Okato Festive Street 
Lighting

Design Competition, where 
people can submit designs 
based on the town’s unique 
character.

Board member Teresa 
Goodin says the competition 
is in response to public 
requests over the last few 
years for Christmas lights in 

 
The district’s water sources 

are continuing to drop as rain 
stays away from Taranaki.

Manager of Water and 
Wastes, Mark Hall, says the 
Waiwhakaiho River’s water 
fl ow has reduced by eight mil-
lion litres per day during the 
last seven days.

Okato’s Mangatete Steam 
is causing the most concern, 
with the town close to having 
a prohibition on all water use 
except for essential use.

“Water is a scarce commodity 
throughout New Plymouth 
District and we expect that to 
only worsen over the coming 
fortnight, given the weather 
forecast,” says Mr Hall.

  “We really need residents 

Design competition for Okato’s festive lights
the town.

“It costs about the same 
to build these lights from 
original designs as it does 
to buy them off the shelf, 
so we thought we’d take the 
opportunity to have Okato 
refl ected in the four curtain 
lights that will hang from 
lamp posts,” she says.

  “We want people to sub-
mit designs that are unique 
and refl ect the character and 
identity of Okato.”

  The entries will be judged 
by a panel of local residents.

Entry forms are available 
from Coastal Taranaki 
School’s community library, 
and the competition closes at 
noon on 28 March.

In addition to the 
competition, the community 
board is looking at having 
festive lighting installed 
on the clock roundabout 
(subject to approval from 
Transit New Zealand), and is 
talking with the RSA about 
lighting the War Memorial 
Cenotaph.

District’s water sources lowering every day
to cut back their water use 
as much as possible. Let 
the car stay dusty for a few 
weeks, make sure washing 
machines and dishwashers 
are full before you use them, 
and water your gardens 
only once or twice a week 
and in the early mornings 
and late evenings to reduce 
evaporation.”

  The district’s water 
restrictions prohibit the use of 
sprinklers, irrigation systems 
and unattended hoses. 
Residents may use only hand-
held hoses on the odds and 
evens system: Odd-numbered 
houses on odd-numbered 
days, and even-numbered 
houses on even-numbered 

days.
   Last Saturday, 2nd March, 

the district used 42.7 million li-
tres of water. On Sunday, when 
about 10mm of rain fell in 
some areas, water use dropped 
18 per cent to 35 million litres 
– which also saved $8,000 in 
water treatment costs.

  “Reducing water use not 
only helps conserve our 
water supplies but also saves 
money,” says Mr Hall.

  “Unfortunately the water use 
has crept up again this week. 
We would really like residents 
to make water saving a family 
project: Identify where you 
can use less water around the 
home and encourage each 
other to cut back.”

   It’s funny how little phras-
es can take hold if they’re re-
peated often enough. It must 
be election year because ‘too 
many councils’ has reared its 
grizzled head again, and now 

‘cultural centre’ has been 
coined by a recent visitor 
from the beehive to describe 
New Plymouth - based on 
an expensive footpath, some 
imported events, and the up-
coming construction of a gi-
ant urinal. 
  Frankly, if we must have 
clichés, I prefer ‘common 
sense’, which really just 
means ‘experience’.  It’s 
what retained our bank and 
port, and what reminds us 
that rule from the top by a 
self-appointed elite has never 
worked, anywhere. It’s what 
warns us that hocking off 
profi table assets that make 
energy out of rain might not 
be the best idea in the world, 
and that paying individuals 

squillions doesn’t guarantee 
great results.
  Thankfully, South Taranaki 
is common-sense heartland.  
‘Greed is good’ never took 
root here, and we fought and 
kept our Community Boards 
and grass-roots spirit. Our 
coastal walkways remain 
the glorious expanses God 
made, and in Rotokare Sanc-
tuary we have the only oasis 
in the entire country for the 
last 800 years in its pristine, 
pest-free, pre-human state.
  Eltham’s Chew Chong pio-
neered the dairy industry 
(and invented share milk-
ing), from Parihaka came the 
peaceful resistance example 
to Gandhi and billions there-
after, and from the back-

Alex Ballantyne

blocks of Waitotora Rewi 
Alley brought Gung Ho to 
China, the English language, 
and South Taranaki’s coun-
try-leading volunteer heroes.
  Innovation, steadfastness, 
selfl ess humility, honest go-
for-it endeavour: the birth-
place of good ideas and 
inspiration to all humanity 
forever.  Now that’s what I 
call a cultural centre.  And 
common sense tells us it’s 
not a bad place to be. Roto-
kare working bee every Sun-
day 9.00am, good company, 
free mouth-watering tucker, 
please check your car for 
mice fi rst. 

Alex Ballantyne,  Councillor 
Eltham-Kaponga ward.  
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Great People, Great Service, Great Results

For all your legal requirements.

PHONE  +64 6 769 8080
FREE PHONE 0800 733 837

CLIENT PARKING

136-138 Powderham Street, New Plymouth,  Email rmy@rmy.co.nz  Website www.rmy.co.nz

Great Service, Great People, Great Results

Fond farewell for Mary 

Ph Craig on 027 207 7775

For all general electrical
and wiring work.

Domestic and farm maintenance,
new houses and cowsheds.

OPUNAKE

days.
   Last Saturday, 2nd March, 

the district used 42.7 million li-
tres of water. On Sunday, when 
about 10mm of rain fell in 
some areas, water use dropped 
18 per cent to 35 million litres 
– which also saved $8,000 in 
water treatment costs.

  “Reducing water use not 
only helps conserve our 
water supplies but also saves 
money,” says Mr Hall.

  “Unfortunately the water use 
has crept up again this week. 
We would really like residents 
to make water saving a family 
project: Identify where you 
can use less water around the 
home and encourage each 
other to cut back.”

Dr Kennedy Graham MP 
spoke in New Plymouth 
at Community House, 32 
Leach Street on Tuesday 
March 5. Dr Graham is the 
Green Party Spokesperson 
for Global Affairs, Climate 
Change, Trade and Foreign 
Investment, Constitutional 
Issues, Defence, Disarma-
ment, Population, as well as 
Associate Finance and Eco-
nomics.

Dr Graham was introduced 
by Dr Stuart Bramwell Con-
venor of the New Plymouth 
branch of the Green Party 
Aotearoa.

Dr Graham who became 
an MP in 2008 and is Vice 
Chairperson of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee. He was 
formerly a lecturer in In-
ternational Politics at Can-
terbury University. He has 
also worked as a diplomat 
and been involved in ne-
gotiation on behalf of the 
United Nations, notably the 
South Pacifi c nuclear issue. 
“It’s wonderful to be back”, 
he said, explaining that he 
hadn’t been in New Plym-
outh for some time.

Extremely well versed in 
statistics and information, 
Dr Graham argued that NZ, 
as well as other nations, must 
put an international stance 
ahead of narrow nationalis-
tic interests in focusing on 
helping the world with its 
global issues such as climate 
change. He showed a time 
line going back several hun-
dred years showing how the 
world had changed from mo-
narchical empires to nation 
states to 1919 when the ad-
vent of international organ-
isations such as the League 
of Nations (1919).  The 
key year he said was 1981 -  
“The most signifi cant year in 
human history”. This is the 
year when man’s ‘ecological 
footprint’ exceeded the envi-

International effort needed to 
save the planet

ronmental safeguards. From 
1981 the global community 
had to be seen as the prime 
considerations, rather than 
narrow nationalistic aims. A 
“psychic change” is needed 
for people to grasp this im-
perative change. He outlined 
various indices, such as 
‘earth share’.

He felt there was too 
much emphasis on GDP and 
growth. He described sev-
eral members bills he had 
drafted to include other im-
portant indices.

These days he explained 
“Scientists are leading the 
way now” as regards global 
sustainability and he felt this 
was a good thing, as opposed 
to just politicians.

Key Planetary Boundaries 
must be highlighted more, 
which included climate 
change, biodiversity, ozone 

depletion, ocean acidity, 
chemical pollution, aero-
sol loading, land use and 
the availability of fresh wa-
ter. “When are we going to 
start collaborating?” asked 
Dr Kennedy. “It is logically 
impossible to solve a single 
global problem through the 
pursuit of competitive na-
tionalistic interests”.

He stressed there was 
some urgency about the 
global problems. If things do 
not improve we face six de-
gree increase in global tem-
perature and all the negative 
consequences that would 
follow, such as fl ooded low 
lying lands. As regards emis-
sions of greenhouse gases Dr 
Graham lamented, “We are 
among the worst countries”.

He concluded we should 
be global, not nation-orien-
tated, collaborative not com-

petitive, with our eye on the 
long term - not short term 
gain.

Dr Graham a series of of 
questions. 

In the answer to one ques-
tion as to whether there was 
hope he replied, “Yes, the 
youth (at a conference)  Boy, 
are they committed and they 
know their stuff at least as 
well as I do”.

He was asked about UN 
leadership, including the UN 
Security Council. He was 
disappointed that resolutions 
are not binding, not enforce-
able. “What is missing is 
charismatic leadership at the 
UN”.

Dr Graham concluded on 
an upbeat note. “Get stuck 
into climate change – that’s 
democracy”.

Dr Bramhall commented 
after the meeting, “I learned 
a lot about global affairs – 
things I didn’t dream were 
happening. She added, “I 
felt it was very good that he 
focused on climate change 
needing to be solved at the 
international level”.

Green Party Aotearoa MP Kennedy Graham who spoke 
in New Plymouth recently.

This roadcone has been interestingly been relocated to the Norfolk pine by the IHC  
in Opunake
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• Tyres • Batteries

• Lubes • W.O.F

• Panel beating • Painting

• Farm Bikes • LPG

• All mechanical repairs

• Insurance work

• Radar Detectors

IHAIA

MOTORS
for

A GRADE REPAIRS

AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES.

Tasman St, Opunake

Ph (06) 761-8502
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Accident & Medical Clinic

Clinic hours 8am-8pm
No appointment needed

24 hr urgent medical care
X-ray

Pharmacy

OPEN EVERY DAY
Richmond Centre

8 Egmont St  New Plymouth  Ph(06) 759 8915
ACC and RNZCGP Accredited
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garden centre

Natures

Best T
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to Plant
CALL INTO

FAIRFIELDS
and check out their fresh,

healthy new seasons range of

Trees and Shrubs
for Autumn Planting.

PLUS - PLUS - PLUS - PLUS
Our Spring Bulb displays are

Awesome!!Good Growth is Gained from Great Knowledge

Your friendly
‘Go Gardening’

Store

Call us today
(06) 758 8831
Open 7 Days

8.30 to 5.00pm
Corner Mangorei Rd

& Junction Road

by SCARPAS David Deacon

SHOE & BOOT
SALE

Also

SHOE, BAG & LEATHER REPAIRS
244 Broadway
STRATFORD
Ph (06) 765 5591
Fax (06) 765 5594

Winter Shoes
now available

Corner of Napier & Tasman Streets
OPUNAKE - Phone 06 761 7511

It’s our

5th Birthday
and we’re giving you the gift!

Spend $30 instore to enter

the prize draw.  Prize value $300

Special ends 31.3.2013

5th Birthday
and we’re giving you the gift!

Health Haven
THE

Hello people,

Still no rain again since 
the last issue, some of 
the farmers I’ve been 
talking to are getting a 
bit worried now, you can 
see the paddocks getting 
browner by the day. I 
can’t remember a summer 
like this ever. I’m sure it’s 

into a nearby paddock with 
some other beefi es, however 
half an hour later it decided 
to climb back over the fence 
and go for another tiki tour, 
fi nally putting itself in a 
paddock on Stanners Street.

It was held at bay for a while, 
but unfortunately after three 
hours of being out on the 
town, it was still not satisfi ed 
staying in a paddock and 
the animal met its maker.

Fortunately we had a local 
butcher good enough to save 
the meat once the animal 
was shot (thanks Hilton) 
and all ended well for the 
public and the owner. It’s 
not very often you see a 
cow climb an 8 wire, hot 
wire, barb wire and timber 
fences with ease. Just goes to 
show they are very capable 
when they have the urge.

got to give soon and get 
back to the good old green 
and wet South Taranaki.

Business has been steady 
around town lately with a 
few of the regular customers 
doing their usual business 
(and getting caught) 
and one not so regular.

We had an interesting 
incident with a 2 year 
old heifer that decided 
to go on a rampage 
through Eltham last week.

The beast was bulling and 
not interested in anything 
else. It climbed out of its 
paddock and made its way 
around the town, including 
the main street, chased a few 
cars, and people, and then 
left its mark in a few gardens.

We managed to get the animal 

Traffi c speed and 
intersection behaviour is 
still proving an issue at 
the moment, it’s all been 
said a lot of times before, 
everyone knows the rules, 
the zero tolerance will 
be staying and tickets 
are fl owing. It’s all up 
to you people. In saying 
that, there are a lot of 
good courteous and safe 
drivers out there and to 
those people - thank you.  

If anyone knows any good 
rain dances, conjures or 
rituals then now would 
be a good time please!

That’s all for now, 
take care out there.

Const. David Lindsay,

Eltham Police

 2010 started in January with 
a visit back to New Zealand 
for Manuela, our exchange 
student from Switzerland.  
Her plan was to spend up to 
six months cycling around 
New Zealand including the 
Otago Rail Trail. Amongst 
her gear she carried 12 Kg 
of camera equipment so 
when she was fully equipped 
during her cycling journeys 
everything was precarious-
ly balanced as she is only 
150cm tall and the bike 
was not very big.   Before 
she started the Otago Rail 
Trail she had visited Stew-
art Island and been fortunate 
enough to see a Stewart Is-
land Kiwi outside the hostel 
one evening.In February we 
had a family reunion at Riv-
ersdale in the Wairarapa to 
celebrate Naomi’s 30th birth-
day.  All three grandchildren 
were present, but not all the 
adults as is often the case 
with family gatherings as 
the family grows. This is a 

good reason to make sure 
efforts are made to keep 
contact with all family 
members, despite the fact 
that families everywhere 
are becoming more wide-
spread as people travel the 
world in search of work or 
adventure and then settle in 
places far from their roots.
 During February, Colleen 
and Khyle made the move 
to Tasmania.  They pur-
chased a veterinary prac-
tice in Scottsdale, which 
is in the north east of the 
island. No more visits to 
New South Wales with its 
dry arid areas as Tasmania 
has a very different climate. 
In parts it is similar to New 
Zealand where there is 
dairying but there is a lot of 
cropping.  They grow on-
ions, potatoes and poppies 
(for legal opiates), but have 
a lot of under developed 
areas as well. There are ar-
eas of forestry but there are 
problems associated with 
milling as the Green Party 
is determined to prevent it. 
Dairying is growing and 
the climate is usually not 
too hot in the summer, but 
this is not always the case.  
 On our previous visit to 
Tasmania ( I think about 
1996) Maurice and I had 
experienced a heat wave 
with temperatures in the 
40s and drought conditions 
including competition for 
water for irrigation. (Does 
that sound familiar?) Crops 
were irrigated and the dairy 
increase was adding to the 
issues during dry summers. 
While searching for some 
information in March I no-
ticed a position advertised 
in Ashburton so I decided 
to apply.  Although we 
were enjoying our time in 
Southland, the cost in time 
or money to visit family 
in the North Island or Tas-
mania was an incentive 
to move nearer to Christ-
church with its international 
airport. I was successful so 
the move was planned for 
Queen’s Birthday weekend.
 April had been earmarked 
for a trip to Japan to visit 
our students and take in 
the Blossom Festival. This 

was certainly an interesting 
experience.  Simryoung Cho 
lived in Osaka and Marcus 
was based at Osaka Uni-
versity so they both made 
time to escort us around 
during the weekend.  We all 
squeezed into a train to trav-
el to Kyoto for the day.  The 
number of people squeezed 
into these train carriages 
would not be permitted in 
New Zealand. The blossoms 
were certainly very pretty, 
but as with most blossoms 
they do not last very long. 
We visited pagodas and tem-
ples as well as a castle and 
had a very interesting time.
 We also managed a trip to 
Nagoya, Mt Fujiyama and 
then on to Tokyo.  Working 
conditions are less struc-
tured than in New Zealand 
so Aya was only able to 
spend a short time with us 
and share a meal. Work 
fi nished when the boss de-
cided not at 5.00pm so she 
could not guarantee what 
time she would arrive but 
we had a lovely evening al-
though brief. Another differ-
ence is that there are no set 
holiday periods included in 
their employment contracts 
and certainly not eight hour 
days. We returned to Osaka 
on one of the bullet trains 
to spend our last weekend 
with Marcus and Simry-
oung before returning home.
 May was a wake-up call.  
One does to tend to take 
one’s health for granted, 
but no-one ever knows 
when it will be their turn 
to face a major issue. Joint 
problems pale into insig-
nifi cance compared with 
life threatening illnesses 
but I was fortunate that an 
early diagnosis, followed 
by surgery when we moved 
to Ashburton has resulted 
in a successful outcome. 
 We managed to sell our 
house in Invercargill and 
purchased one in Ashburton, 
which was a relatively new 
brick home with no lawns but 
room to park the campervan.
 July announced the arrival 
of grandchild number 4 as 
Ronald and Heather’s Char-
lie was born.  About the 
same time Ronald decided 

to look for a new employ-
ment opportunity.  This re-
sulted in their move to New 
Plymouth so we now had no 
family in the South Island.
 As a new challenge I had 
learnt to ride my Vespa 
scooter and was using it to 
get to and from work.  Ash-
burton is all fl at and it was 
7.2 km each way so was more 
economic than using the car. 
Most people are aware of 
the major event which oc-
curred in September that 
year. We were woken with 
a sharp jolt from the earth-
quake which was the fi rst one 
and it caused plenty of dam-
age in the farming area near 
Darfi eld as well as Christ-
church city. We were fortu-
nate not to suffer any damage.  
 We were affected by the 
snowfall in the same season.  
We did not lose any produc-
tion days, but I had to be driv-
en to work one day as there 
was 20cm of snow around 
the house. This was the only 
snow we experienced dur-
ing our time in Ashburton.
 In November we welcomed 
number 5 grandchild as Col-
leen and Khyle’s Archie was 
born in October so natu-
rally a trip to Tasmania was 
scheduled for Christmas and 
the year ended with a barbe-
cue attended by South Af-
ricans, Aussies, and Kiwis 
all farming in the area and 
now calling Tasmania home.
  
      

Corner Collins and High Sts, Hawera, 
Taranaki

Ph: 06 278 5518, Fax 06 278 5595
PO Box 40 Hawera

hawera@HeadstoneWarehouse.co.nz
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BROPHY  BUILDERS
For new homes, roofing,

alterations, kitchens, decks
and all farm buildings.

For all your building requirements phone Phil
6190 South Road, RD 35, Pungarehu

 027 236 7129 or  (06) 763-8777 a/h

, Thursday, March 14 2013

• Houses

• Alternations

• Decks

• Bathrooms

• Kitchens

• Roofing

• Fences

• Concrete

• Cowsheds

• Farm Buildings.

2475 Surf Highway 45  OKATO
PH/FAX 06 752 4044  MOBILE 0274 448106

Email: barronz@xtra.co.nz

BUILDER
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(R P & E M Bartley - Proprietors)

HOLLARD
ENGINEERING  1979

16 Victoria Street, Kaponga

Ph (06) 764-6686  Fax 764-6685  a/h (06) 764-6432

For all your

STRUCTURAL
STEEL

&
PIPEWORK

contact
Richard at

ATTENTION FARMERS
We do puncture repairs

TRAILERS ...

Robert England on Wednesday and Fridays,

for buying and selling Houses, Farms and Businesses;

Trusts; Wills and Estates.

Neal Harding on Thursday, for Residential Sales and

Purchases; Family, District, and Criminal Court matters;

Civil and Business matters.

Our Opunake Office is attended by:

Thomson O’NeilL
A
W
Y
E
R
S

30 Tasman Street,
Opunake

Ph:  761-8823

& Co.

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Just last week Opunake Primary 
School started a mentoring pro-
gramme for boy students in the 
school. The adult mentors are Beau 
Le Prou and Curtis Wright. How-
ever, the more able students also 
fulfil a mentoring role as they guide 
and instruct others. “It’s hard you 
have to try to help”, commented 
John Ison (11).

“He’s a pretty good mentor”, 
conceded Tyrel Jones (11) who was 
working with John.

On the first day – Tuesday March 
5 the focus was the maintenance 
of bicycles. “Absolutely amazing” 
was Beau’s reaction to how the pro-
gramme was faring thus far. “I’m 
so impressed”, he added. He said 
that 24 bicycles had been gathered 
up and were being worked on by 
the students.

Curtis was also pleased. “It’s the 
enthusiasm”, he said. He was espe-
cially impressed with one student 
Isaac King (aged 11), adding that 
the student was “very hands on”.

Isaac himself was certainly en-
joying himself. “It’s fun and inter-
esting. (although) I already knew 
about bikes”, he said.

There’s just one word for 
Hawera Repertory’s latest 
production – ‘hilarious’. 
Next in line is the word – 
‘unexpected’.

The season for Harris-
ment ran from March 2 to 
9 and the show was held at 
Repertory House, Collins 
Street, Hawera. It involved 
three one act plays by Rich-
ard Harris. The British play-
wright has been involved 
with such TV programmes as 
‘The Avengers’, ‘The Saint’ 
and ‘A Touch of Frost’.

The Production Manager 
was Lorraine Wilkie and the 
Stage Manager Sandra Rich-
ards, who’ve done a great 
job.

First up was ‘Plaster’, di-
rected by Hollie Weir. Mike 
Avery played a bedridden 
husband being visited by 
his wife (Linda Jefferies).
He’s been involved in an 
accident, but the situation is 
unusual. Why has he got an-
other woman in the crashed 
car with him and why are his 
pants elsewhere? Luckily, 
Husband has a logical an-
swer for every one of Wife’s 
persistent questions and she 
seems to accept them - or 
does she? Well-acted, very 
funny with an unexpected 
twist right at the end.

The second play was 
‘Keeping Mum’ and this is 
also directed by Hollie Weir. 
Samantha Turner is the care-
worn middle aged daugh-
ter engaged in  delivering a 
monologue to an old lady in 
bed (Lorraine Wilkie) – is 
it her mother? All sorts of 
stuff emerges - love, resent-
ment, anger, angst over lost 
opportunities. The ending is 
startling. How did Samantha 

Harrisment hilarious

manage to learn her huge 
part with such panache – 
word perfect. Excellent.

After a brief interval was 
the third and last play ‘Al-
bert’, which is directed by 
Shane Martin. The cast is a 
Finnish au pair (Donnella 
Weir), an Italian (Clive Cul-
len) and an Englishman (Da-
vid Rei Miller). The trouble 
is one of the three speak the 
others language and much 
guessing takes place – not 
much of it accurate. Misun-
derstandings are the order of 
the day in a hilarious man-
ner. Great effort by all three 
players culminating in the 
most startling ending of all 
three plays.

Excellent acting by the 
players – and superb perfor-
mance by Samantha Turner 

‘Keeping Mum’ features Samantha Turner as the 
daughter. The lady in bed is Lorraine Wilkie.

Mike Avery (husband) and Linda Jefferies (wife) in ‘Plaster’.
Albert is acted by Donnella Weir (the au pair), Clive Cullen (Italian) and David Rei      
Miller (Englishman).

and Clive Cullen.
 It was a thoroughly enjoy-
able evening. Much credit to 
all who were involved in the 
production.

Don’t miss Hawera Reper-

tory’s next production ‘The 
Wizard of Oz’, directed by 
Russ Standing.  The season 
runs from June 28 to July 6.

Rolland McKellar

Two students hard at work.
What exactly were they doing to the bicycles? “I’m 

taking this apart and am going to put different wheels 
on and parts if needed”, explained Jamie Tito-Collins. 
 Another student Jacob Symons (12) had this to say 
about the programme. “It’s been very interesting. I’ve 
learned a lot already. Curtis has showed me some 
tricks”.

The mentoring programme will continue on a once 
a fortnight basis and will occupy the whole school 
day. Other activities in the pipeline include making 
kites, rafts and using kayaks. Looking forward to 
next year, the Opunake Lions Raft race could well be 
something to work towards, according to the mentors.

Mentoring programme 
at primary school
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ALL OF YOUR GENERAL ENGINEERING NEEDS
* Welding * Cow Sheds * Lathe Work

* Trailers to Suit

6358 Main Road Pungarehu
P: 06 763 8878 M: 027 660 8612

CAPE & KC
ENGINEERING

Chris Shingleton

ALMOSTA RANCH
EQUINE TRAINING and FOUNDATION HORSEMANSHIP

WHERE WE FIX BROKEN HORSES

David Stewart
Horse Wrangler and Natural Farrier

78B Weld Road Upper, Oakura 
027 629 5056 a/h 06 752 7454

Specialising in 
* Float Loading * First Contact Handling 

* Behavourial Problems
*Starting horses under saddle 

* Natural Horsemanship Lessons

Mighty River sell-off good for the few

 So, apparently the country 
has gone wild over register-
ing for Mighty River Power 
shares now the green light 
has been given for the sell-
off by the Supreme Court. I 
don’t buy the hype.
 Around 240 000 people have 
registered to buy shares. 
That’s about ten per cent of 
all wage and salary earners 
in New Zealand. These will 
be the people who can afford 

it. Ninety per cent can’t.
 The arguments about why 
selling our power companies 
isn’t a good idea haven’t 
changed. If anything, a cou-
ple of things have confirmed 
the suspicions many of us 
have had all along.
 Firstly, the rush to queue up 
for shares is consistent with 
every other float of a govern-
ment-owned business here 
and overseas – many are 
people who know there is a 
strong market amongst cor-
porate investors like insur-
ance companies and super-
annuation funds for utilities 
like Mighty River Power. 
The corporate investors 
won’t get much of a look-in 
first up as the government 
desperately shows that 85% 
of the shares go to New Zea-
land investors.
 That figure will be right for 
about a week or two. Then 
the offers will fly thick and 

fast from the corporates. 
Many initial investors will 
sell and get a fantastic return 
on their initial outlay.
 The wealth locked up in the 
business that you and I and 
every other taxpayer funded 
to set up will end up in the 
hands of a few.
 The second thing that’s 
been happening is in the 
behaviour of Mighty River 
Power and its directors.
Up until the company is 
listed on the New Zealand 
Stock Exchange, it is a state-
owned enterprise and comes 
under the public scrutiny of 
bureaucrats, cabinet min-
isters and members of Par-
liament. Admittedly, the 
oversight of bureaucrats 
and ministers didn’t stop the 
state coal company, Solid 
Energy, from teetering on 
the brink. But the oversight 
of other MPs in Parliament 
is important.

 When faced with this last 
week, Mighty River Power 
directors treated the process 
with contempt. They refused 
to answer written questions 
they have answered every 
other year in many previous 
reviews.
 The directors also an-
nounced they will pay more 
of the company’s net profit 
out in dividends than they’ve 
ever done before rather than 
use if for on-going invest-
ment in power plant to en-
sure security of power sup-
ply for New Zealand.
  
These are the same directors 
who are paying themselves 
more in fees for the partial 
sell-off. 
 They know who they are 
there to look after. Under 
privatisation, it won’t be you 
and me. It’ll be their small 
number of owners.   

 200,000 New Zealanders 
have pre-registered their 
interest in buying shares in 
the Government’s minor-
ity share offer of the ener-
gy company Mighty River 
Power – less than three 
days after the preregistra-
tion website went live. This 
compares with the ten days 
it took for pre-registration to 
reach the 100,000 mark with 
the Contact Energy share of-
fer in 1999. It doesn’t seem 
such an unpopular policy 
after all.

 We need to remember that 
many countries are facing an 
intensifying debt crisis and 
the Government’s minority 
share offers programme will 
reduce the need to go further 
into debt to volatile overseas 
markets, all while ensuring 
that Mighty River Power 
remains in government con-
trol with a minimum of 51% 
ownership.

 Reducing government debt 
and improving the country’s 
economic growth are two big 
items on the government’s 
agenda. Our plan is helping 
New Zealanders and their 
families to get ahead here in 
New Zealand, encouraging 
personal responsibility, and 
rewarding people for hard 
work and enterprise. 

 Added to helping New Zea-
landers in their everyday 
lives, the Government is 
also on target to get back to 
surplus in 2014/15. This will 
mean we can start repaying 
debt, reducing our vulner-
ability to overseas lenders, 
and building a buffer against 
future shocks. All of this en-
sures people have a sense of 

Reducing Government debt and growth 
the focus

security about the future. 

Here are some things that 
have improved in New Zea-
lander’s lives: 

•	 In 2012, our econo-
my grew faster than 
at any time since 
2007

•	 After-tax wages up 
20% since 2008 - 
almost twice the 
inflation rate

•	 3 in every 4 income 
earners pay no 
more than 17.5% 
income tax

•	 Record low interest 
rates: a family with 
$200,000 mortgage 
is $200 a week bet-
ter off

•	 The average family 
pays about $25 a 
week less in tax

•	 Household dispos-
able income up al-
most a third since 
2008

•	 65,000 net new 
jobs over the past 3 
years

•	 28% company tax, 
lower than Austra-
lia

•	 Lowest rate of in-
flation since 1999

•	 NZ Super up 22% 
since 2008.  Mar-
ried couples re-
ceive $194 more a 
fortnight.

 That has got to cheer you up. 
In terms of New Zealanders 
feeling safer in their homes 
and streets, we have seen the 
lowest crime rate in 30 years. 
We have 600 more frontline 
police. There are 3000 fewer 
victims of crime in the past 
year and 4000 crime victims 
getting better support servic-
es. This is through the $50 
offender levy which is fund-
ing 13 support services for 
victims. We have seen 6000 
families protected by police 
safety orders. New Zealand-
er is a safer place today than 
it what it was when National 
came into office. 

 The National-led govern-
ment is working hard to see 
results that are improving 
your way of life. We intend 
to turn this country around 
so you and our young people 
have a brighter future in a 
land where opportunity in-
creasingly abounds.

 The latest Government an-
nouncement calling for ex-
pressions of interest in run-
ning Charter schools has met 
with a barrage of criticism 
from several quarters. The 
President of the New Zea-
land Principals’ Federation 
(NZPF) Philip Harding is 
dismayed at the haste with 
which the Government is 
trying to push through the 
latest private school model.
 “No one is calling for Char-
ter schools,’ said Mr Hard-
ing. “I don’t hear parents out 
there lobbying Government 

 Zero demand for private charter schools
for Charter schools, the pro-
fessional educators aren’t 
calling for them and the aca-
demics who have critiqued 
Charter schools’ perfor-
mance overseas give them 
the thumbs down,” he said.
 “I am concerned that we 
have yet another reform in 
front of us which, like in-
creasing class sizes, has 
not been properly thought 
through and does not ema-
nate from any sound evi-
dence base for improving 
the education of Kiwi Kids,’ 
he said.

 “It is not the time to start 
rushing through another 
unnecessary, unsupported 
and unwanted educational 
reform,” said Mr Harding.  
“Let’s first get the Novopay 
shambles sorted then we 
can sanely explore ways to 
address the Government’s 
goal to improve learning 
outcomes for our struggling 
kids. Let’s not leap headlong 
into Charter schools which 
could well prove to be a 
disaster every bit as bad as 
increasing class sizes or No-
vopay itself,” he said.    
 

On Saturday I was with hun-
dreds of others celebrating the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Tot 
Town Train at Kowhai Park. 
I wonder how many hundreds 
of thousands of children, par-
ents, and grandparents have 
photographs filling albums 
depicting smiling faces on 
this most iconic of New Zea-
land’s railways. The train, like 
the rest of Kowhai Park, is 
an incredibly simple idea yet 
in this age where so much of 
the entertainment we provide 
for young ones is technical, 
expensive and exclusive the 
park is cheap, simple and in-
clusive. There are plenty of 
cities who did the same thing 
in the 1960’s and parks were 
built with much enthusiasm 
but over time they have been 
dismantled and replaced.  
But Kowhai Park lives on. I 
can’t think of another which 
has enjoyed such universal 
support even from those liv-
ing outside of the province
.
In fact, the therapy of playing 
on concrete animals, swings, 
slides and trains is that it is 
best done with somebody to 
push the swing, chase round 
the dinosaur and wave to 
from the train. So friendships 
formed, birthdays celebrated, 
arguments settled and (in our 
modern domestic situation) ac-
cess visits held. The language 
of play is multi-lingual, cross-
cultural, ethnically diverse, 
and ignorant of social status.
The Lions and Jaycees who 
built the park are among a 
smallish group whose legacy 
is priceless and enduring. They 
are like Bushy Park, Rotokare 
Reserve, Tawhiti Museum, 
Nowells Lakes, Bason Reserve 
and some others in and around 
our electorate where people of 
vision and altruism have bitten 
off an idea and turned it into 
a project, convinced others of 

The Contribution
 of Local Saints

the merits of turning the dream 
into a reality and have left their 
mark indelibly on our landscape 
in the best possible way and 
largely without personal gain. 
Some would argue that unless a 
project can turn a profit it must 
not be done and unless an ame-
nity can directly pay its way it 
is a loss. These people would 
never grow flowers because 
you can’t eat them and would 
not keep an animal that would 
never make its way into the 
pot for the same reason. They 
would never hang a painting on 
the wall that wasn’t truly and 
historically representative or 
important or read a poem they 
couldn’t fully understand for at 
least the second time.

The value of these projects is 
not measured by the fees they 
generate, though many are di-
rectly profitable or at least pay 
their way, and their value is 
not even in their indirect profit 
such as fish and chip meals 
bought to picnic beside the 
swings and slides at Kowhai 
Park, though I bet the indirect 
profit is huge. The value is 
in the amenity nature of the 
project; the cultural values of 
the art, the social value of the 
playground; the ecological and 
conservation values of bush 
reserves; the historical values 
of museums and galleries.

Each community thankfully 
has its saints who come up with 
their ideas and have the will 
to put their time, money, and 
energy where their hearts are. 
We are grateful to them and 
forever shall be.

Chester Borrows

MP for Whanganui

021722636
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COMMUNITIES KINDERGARTEN

Our adult to child ratio is above Ministry 
requirements, this includes 6 qualified teachers and

4 support teachers.

Please feel welcome to call in and view our awesome 
purpose built, well-resourced, spacious facilities.

Whitcombe Road
(Behind the Opunake Primary School)

For children aged 1 to 5 yrs
Open Monday to Friday,

during school term
9am to 3pm - 6hr sessions

Enrolment packs available, early enrolment recommended.

Enquires: Call in or phone 761 7440
or email: opunakekindy@xtra.co.nz

OpunakeA large crowd of parents, 
grandparents and others 
gathered on Friday March 
8 to see Opunake Commu-
nities Kindergarten’s new 
outside play area offi cially 
opened. There are two im-
portant safety features. 
There is a translucent curved 
covering to keep the rain off, 
but let the light through. This 
was provided by NZ Shades, 
as well as a soft fall artifi cial 
grass provided by Numat 
(Wanganui) a safety precau-
tion in case of any falls from 
the outdoor equipment.

Firstly, there was an 
opening welcome by Head 
Teacher Diane Chapman. 
She thanked the people who 
had turned up, “To celebrate 
this spectacular outside play 
area”. She thanked various 
people such as Claire Hunn 
and Leanne Keller, as well 
as various  organisations, but 
reserved special praise for 
Suzi Pentelow for coming up 
with the idea and working so 
hard to make it happen.

 New sun shelter and soft fall matting  for Kindergarten

Pastor Murray McEwan 
blessed the play area. He 
said a prayer and sprinkled 
holy water on the children. 
He pointed out that there 
was no kindergarten when 

his children were growing 
up, such as this “lovely fa-
cility”. He admired the fact 
that the children were “all 
dressed up – a lot of super 
heroes”.

There was also a brief ad-
dress by Mel Thompson, 
Chairperson of the Gov-
ernance and Management 
Committee. She mentioned 
that fundraising was con-
tinuing, “We are still fund-
raising for it”, she explained.

There were two delightful 
musical items by the chil-
dren ‘Galoop Went the Little 
Green Frog’ and “If You’re 
Happy and You Know It 
Clap Your Hands”. 
 The offi cial ribbon was cut 
by Suzi Pentelow who had 
put a lot of effort into bring-
ing the proposed project to 
fruition.
 The project wasn’t cheap – 
in fact it cost about $60,000.
To raise the money there 
were raffl es, and a Market 
Day amongst other activities 
organised by the PTA. The 
NZ Community Trust and 
TSB Community Trust also 
made generous donations.

Final word goes to a par-
ent Shinade Fraser. “It’s 
fantastic. Just a wonderful 
achievement for everyone”.  
Her son especially liked the 
fi reman suit, incidentally.

Suzi Pentelow cuts the ribbon to offi cially open the new play area.

Opunake Communities Kindergarten’s outdoor play area at the offi cial opening on 
March 8.

Taranaki wide sales, hire and service.

Free delivery, competitive prices.

MOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERS
and all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help you

with whatever you need.with whatever you need.with whatever you need.with whatever you need.with whatever you need.

Kevin & Marilyn Bromell
279 Broadway Stratford

Ph (06) 765-7633

Freephone 0800 765 763
www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

A hose ban will soon 
be in place in Okato as 
the town’s water source 
continues to lower.

The Mangatete Stream 
has dropped to a level that 
requires Okato to reduce 
its water demand. As a 
result, from midnight on 
Wednesday (13 MARCH) 
there will be a ban on the 
use of all hoses in the town.

“We can still draw water 
from the Mangatete but we’re 
required under our consent 
to reduce the demand from 
users, and stopping the use 
of hoses will be an enormous 
help,” says Manager Water 
and Wastes Mark Hall.

“The stream has never 
been this low before.”

The use of sprinklers and 
irrigation systems is already 
prohibited throughout the 
district. Residents outside 
Okato may use hand-
held hoses only on the 
odds and evens system.

Anyone who is reported for 

Low stream prompts Okato  hose ban
breaking a water prohibition 
will receive a letter from the 
Council to remind them of the 
restriction. If they continue 
to break the prohibition, 
the Council will consider 
restricting the fl ow of water 
to their property while the 
water prohibition is in place.

“We’ve never had to restrict 
a fl ow during a dry spell 
before – people have always 
responded pretty well to the 
fi rst reminder,” says Mr Hall.

Water use in many 
areas of the district 
fl attened off last week, 
but has since risen again.

“We’ve had a spike of 
use in Oakura, which is 
concerning as one of the 
town’s two reservoirs is 
out of service for repairs.

“We need to maintain 
fi re-fi ghting capacity 
in that reservoir so 
conservation efforts are 
needed in the town.”

Water levels in the 
Waiwhakaiho River have 

continued to drop, by 
six million litres per day 
during the last week.

A hose ban might not be 
needed in New Plymouth, 
Bell Block, Waitara, 
Tikorangi, Onearo and 
Urenui – which are all 
supplied by the Waiwhakaiho 
River – if residents in 
these areas maintain their 
water conservation efforts.

“Inglewood’s source 
stream is doing OK – the 
issue there is sediment in 
some of the old pipes being 
stirred up by the drawing 
down of a lot of water. The 
lower the town’s water 
demand is, the clearer the 
water will be,” says he says.

• Car wash 
businesses are not required 
to stop their activities during 
the prohibition. “These 
businesses are more effi cient 
with water than they look 
– particularly those that 
recycle water within the car 
wash system,” says Mr Hall.

CRANIOSACRAL TREATMENT
BOWEN THERAPY and 

These very effective treatments are available now to 
realign, relieve and relax your body to heal itself through 

natural means.

Feel good again!
Also available, a complete range of beauty treatments, 

Massages and Gift vouchers also available.

For more information
or to make an appt
please call 

Tonic
06 278 7980 or
027 242 6500
or 027 328 3449

TONIC BEAUTY
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AT THE HOUSE
Alterations & additions
Decks
Renovations
Driveways, fences, landscaping
New roofs
Aluminium window replacement
Registered Master Builder

Doug Fowell Building ContractorsDoug Fowell Building ContractorsDoug Fowell Building ContractorsDoug Fowell Building ContractorsDoug Fowell Building Contractors
74 Kauae St ,  Manaia

CONTACT DOUG & THE TEAM TO
DISCUSS YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
WITH A FREE NO OBLIGATION
CONSULTATION

Mob 0274 848 438
Ph/ Fax (06) 274 8031

Free phone 0800 84 84 38
Email;

dougfowellbuidingcontractors@xtra.co.nz

ON THE FARM
Effluent sumps & Drive in sand traps
Feed pads, bunkers and silage pits
Load out ramps
Pole buildings

Cowsheds
Insurance work
Complete farm building maintenance
& repair
All work, Dairy Company,
TRC & Dairy Code of Practice
compliant.
All our experience with farm
development construction is
yours for the asking.

Opunake Dairy

Michelle & Anthony
Anne & Wendy

Continuing to serve the Community
with a fresh approach

6.00am - 7.00pm - 7 Days - Ph: 06 761 7444

eN w Owners

Rural & General Cartage
Specialising in

• Palm Kernel • Fertiliser
• Aggregate • Hay & Silage Bales

0508 726 336 or
06 274 5852

Readymix
Concrete
Depots:  Hawera & Wiremu

SANDFORDS RURAL CARRIERSSANDFORDS RURAL CARRIERSSANDFORDS RURAL CARRIERS

Ground
Spreading
4WD Trucks
spreadmark certified,
GPS proof of
placement.

Livestock
Cartage
Depots: Okato, Auroa,
Hawera & Waitara

Opunake Dairy at 148 
Tasman Street is under 
new management. The new 
lease-holders are Michelle 
Taupo, Anthony Taupo, 
Anne Paparoa and Wendy 
Weiler. It’s early days but so 
far the venture is, “Very hec-
tic but enjoyable”. The new 
management team hail from 
Auckland, but were drawn to 
Opunake by the friendliness 
of the people here, coupled 
with the scenic beauty of 
the local environment. They 
mention the attractive coast 
and Mount Taranaki.

The members of the man-
agement team have comple-
mentary skills which allow 
a multi-faceted approach. 
Michelle, for example, has 

Opunake Dairy under new management

accountancy abilities, as she 
has a Bachelor of Commerce 
degree. Her mother Wendy 
has worked in HR (Human 
Relations), has accounting 
skills, as well as being a for-
mer psychologist. Anthony 
and Anne have a background 
in transport, which is useful 
as the business has a mo-
bile food trailer, which will 
regularly visit such venues 
as the TSB Hub in Hawera 
to provide beverages and 
food for the hungry rugby 
fans and players. “Although 
this is a new area all our dif-
ferent skills mesh together”, 
explains Wendy.

The team do not intend 
any major changes just yet, 
although they have some 
ideas for the future, such 

as the provision of freshly-
baked gluten free food for 
those who require it, such as 
pizza bases and bread.  For 
the time being, they want to 
maintain the high standard 
of their predecessors.  How-
ever, they are keen to listen 
to the community they serve. 
“If there is anything we can 
change, we are open to feed-
back”, Anthony points out.

A wide range of food will 
be prepared daily on the 
premises, including sand-
wiches, pizzas and wraps, 
along with hot food such as 
chicken and chips.

An inviting basket of fresh 
fruit will be kept on display 
and replenished as needed.
 One of the challenges is 
the long hours the dairy de-
mands, which they admit 
can be tiring, along with 
learning to operate a new 
business venture and all its 

intricacies. The three staff 
members get a positive men-
tion as being very helpful and 
supportive. “We’ve come 
in green and they’ve been a 
great help”, comments Wen-
dy.

They are most impressed 
with the customers and other 
locals. “They are very sup-
portive. One of the reasons 
we came was the nice wel-
come we got”, explains Mi-
chelle.

Although time is precious 
and relaxation not a priority 
just yet, Michelle said wist-
fully, “We look longingly at 
the beach”. They look for-
ward to getting to know the 
community and taking part 
in local events and organisa-
tions.

Opunake Dairy is open sev-
en days 6am to 7pm, as well 
as public holidays (Apart 
from Christmas Day).

Wendy and Zoe Kruse (aged 6).

 A small group of members 
enjoyed the interesting talk 
given by Sue Morton, Direc-
tor of the Percy Thompson 
Gallery at Stratford.

 Sue spoke about the Exhi-
bitions which will be coming 
to the Gallery this year, and 
her enjoyment of drawing 
cartoons.  She demonstrated 
step by step how she works 
on a cartoon.  Sue’s ideas 
come from topical happen-
ings every week, which 
means she produces  exactly 
the right subject for the Dai-
ly News Thursday Farmer.

 WI business was discussed 
, and names taken for this 
year’s committee.

 It was decided to hold the 
March AGM on Tuesday 12th 
March, at the Pioneer Vil-
lage Café, at 11am.  There 
will be no competitions.

Competition Results:
3 carrots from own garden; 

1st Fiona Collins, 2nd Diane 
West

3 Potatoes from own gar-
den; 1st D. West, 2nd  F Col-
lins

3 Decorated Cup Cakes 1st 
D West,  2nd F Collins

Artist demonstrates her 
skill to Kaponga WI

One day a policeman 
stopped a motorist who 
had just gone through a 
four-way stop sign. He 
was about to give him a 
ticket when the motorist 
said: “Officer, you can’t 
give me a ticket for that!” 
“Why not?” asked the officer. 
“Although I didn’t stop, 
I slowed right down and 
it’s almost the same.” 
“But you didn’t stop” 

Best off the Net

replied the officer, “and 
the sign says STOP.” 
“But the way was clear and it 
was safe” replied the motorist. 
The officer then pulled out 
his baton and started hit-
ting the motorist’s fender. 
“What are you doing?!” 
yelled the motorist in surprise. 
“I’m hitting your fender,” the 
officer calmly replied: “Do you 
want me to slow down or stop?” 

Slow Down
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For All Your Cowshed Electrical Needs,
Call Kay on 06-765-5290

Load Imbalance l Harmonic Distortion l Data Logging
Proven Scientific Results l Low / High Voltage

COWSHED POWER ISSUES?

The Smart Position on Stray Voltage

solution for:
We have the

replied the officer, “and 
the sign says STOP.” 
“But the way was clear and it 
was safe” replied the motorist. 
The officer then pulled out 
his baton and started hit-
ting the motorist’s fender. 
“What are you doing?!” 
yelled the motorist in surprise. 
“I’m hitting your fender,” the 
officer calmly replied: “Do you 
want me to slow down or stop?” 

A fire callout and what looked like smoke over the town looked like some of 
Opunake was ablaze had some confused motorists and pedestrians wondering where 
the fire was. In fact the phenomena was due to smog. It wasn’t just confined to Opu-
nake. Wellington Airport was closed.
It was an intriguing and unusual sight and lasted for several hours.

Opunake’s burning!

Where’s the surf?

TARANAKI’S 4WD CENTRE - QUALITY & SERVICE

04 Falcon XR62012 RangeRover Evoque 
Pure S  

4.0 Auto, p/s, a/c, elects, airbags, abs,
alloys, r/spoiler, cruise control, 120kms, 
mint

2010 Hilux Double Cab 
SR5 4WD, 3.0, T/DSL

10 Nissan STX 4WD 
Double Cab

09 Range Rover
Sport 3.0 TDL
auto, p/s, elects, a/c, CD, 38kms, 
alloys, leather, superb in arctic white

07 NISSAN07 NISSAN07 NISSAN07 NISSAN07 NISSAN
PATHFINDER PATHFINDER PATHFINDER PATHFINDER PATHFINDER 4WD4WD4WD4WD4WD
2.5, T/DSL auto, ABS, a/c, a/bags, alloys/

mags, CDs, c/l, c/control, c/control,

7 seater,  NZ New 74km.

06 LANDROVER06 LANDROVER06 LANDROVER06 LANDROVER06 LANDROVER
DISCOVERY HS 4.4 V8DISCOVERY HS 4.4 V8DISCOVERY HS 4.4 V8DISCOVERY HS 4.4 V8DISCOVERY HS 4.4 V8
Auto, p/s, leather, alloys, 7 seater, 72 km.

Immaculate in Polar White.

  $79,990

TARANAKI'S 4WD CENTRE - QUALITY & SERVICE

$54,990

Hareb Deken Motors 331 St Aubyn St • New Plymouth   Ph (06) 759-9943
FREEPHONE 0800 289 493

        A/H Mike Hareb (06) 752-7697
Ton Deken (06) 752-7405TARANAKI'S 4WD CENTRE -  VISIT www.harebdekenmotors.co.nzRMVT    RMVT

04 PORSCHE04 PORSCHE04 PORSCHE04 PORSCHE04 PORSCHE
CAYENNE S V8CAYENNE S V8CAYENNE S V8CAYENNE S V8CAYENNE S V8
4WD, 5 dr, ABS, a/c, CDs, c/control,

elects, p/s, s/roof, towbar, traction control.

Leather, 73km, Tiptronic.

07 RANGEROVER07 RANGEROVER07 RANGEROVER07 RANGEROVER07 RANGEROVER
SPORTSPORTSPORTSPORTSPORT
3.6 V8  T/DSL. auto, p/s, full spec,

black with black leather, T/bar. NZ New.

07 AUDI Q7 4.2, V807 AUDI Q7 4.2, V807 AUDI Q7 4.2, V807 AUDI Q7 4.2, V807 AUDI Q7 4.2, V8
Auto, p/s, full opts,”NZ New”, 72km,

Smoke Grey.

08 BMW X5 3.008 BMW X5 3.008 BMW X5 3.008 BMW X5 3.008 BMW X5 3.0
Twin T/DSL, Tip, p/s, a/c, a/bags,

56km, (NZ), Motorsport spec.

Stunning in black.

  $79,990
AS NEW!

NZ NEW

 $86,990
STUNNING

 $67,990
SUPERB

$56,990
IMMACULATE

  $39,990
NZ NEW

2L, T/diesel, p/s, 6 speed, manual, 
5 dr, leather, alloys, just 113km, full 
options in black

2.5 T/diesel, 5 speed, p/s, a/c, 
elects, ABS, alloys, 106 km in snow 
white

$35,990$84,990
AS NEW

5 spd, p/s, a/c, elect, alloys, 
bullbars, towbar, tomaeau cover in 
snow white

$34,990
GOOD BUY$14,990

07 Mazda CX7, 2.3 Turbo
AWD
Auto, p/s, elects, a/c, airbags,abs,
87kms, alloys, immaculate in 
deep plum

$27,990
STYLE

$89,990
LUXURY FARM & FAMILY

Photos published in the Opunake & 
Coastal News are available for purchase.
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We have Your Perfect Oasis
- see us today!sa isO Mattresses

- with fully upholstered bases                            An exclusive offer by RJ Eagar only

15 Months Interest Free * $200 Trade In
Fitzroy, New Plymouth - Open 7 Days
Broadway South, Stratford - Open 6 Days

* Conditions apply

FREEPHONE 0800 753 2427
Free delivery Taranaki Wide!     www.rjeagar.co.nz

OASIS 24 OASIS 18

OASIS 12 OASIS 6

* Top End Pillow Top Design
* 4 Layers Posture Foam
* Flip Free

$1,968Queen
* 200mm Quality Product
   Spring Core
* 4 Layers Posture Foam
* Flip Free
* Full Edge Support

$1,692Queen

$1,476Queen

* 200mm Quality Pocket
   Spring Core
* 4 layers Posture Foam
* 35mm Quality Convoluted
   Comfort Layer
* Flip Free

* 200mm Quality Product
   Spring Core
* 4 Layers Posture Foam
* Flip Free
* Full Edge Support

$1,296Queen

A great buy is on offer for 
serious home buyers in the 
Okato area. The property is 
located at 46 Carthew Street 
– on the corner of Carthew 
and Gossling Streets. The 
property is being marketed 
exclusively for Pat McFe-
tridge of TSB Realty.

There is something for 
everyone in this 1939 prop-
erty with its huge section 
2036m2 (about a half-acre), 
which is graced by many 
established trees. Offers 
need to be in the $335,000-
$345,000 range.

Although much of the 
original charm has been 
kept, such as the plaster ceil-
ings, the owners have spent 
much time and money in 

strategic renovation, notably 
the kitchen which has been 
completely modifi ed and up-
dated. Also, the entire house 
has been recarpeted.

A feature of the house are 
the large windows, which 
ensures the house is bathed 
in considerable natural light 
to complement the well-
placed light fi xtures.

The lounge is spacious 
with a tiled open fi replace, 
which looks welcoming. 
The room has been built on 
to provide a good play area 
for children.

The kitchen adjoins the 
dining room, which has a 
wood burner to keep the area 
cosy. It has a moisture mas-
ter system which conveys 

heat to other parts of the 
house. The dining room has 
a good view of the attractive 
garden.

The kitchen has lots of 
cupboards and is well-lit 
by recessed lights. There is 
a good-sized stainless steel 
sink and bench area. The 
polished wood (matai) fl oor 
is most attractive. The walls 
of the kitchen were insulated 
when it was remodelled, as 
well as the ceiling insulation 
that the rest of the house has. 
A large cupboard opens to 
reveal the laundry.

The master bedroom still 
has the original ceiling rose. 
Like the rest of the house the 
large windows ensure that 
much natural light can en-
ter. A built-in wardrobe and 
storage cupboard is useful in 
this and the other two bed-
rooms.

An important safety feature 
are smoke alarms, which all 
rooms are provided with. 

The bathroom has both a 
bath and a shower cubicle. 
There is a headlamp system 
with an extractor fan to spirit 
away steam. The stained 
glass windows are appeal-
ing, as is the polished wood-
en fl oor.

Outside is intriguing. 
There is a nice children’s 
playhouse. A double garage-
come-workshed, as well as 
an adjoining carport is at the 

end of the concrete drive-
way. Several raised gardens 
with prolifi cally growing 
vegetables will appeal to 
the gardener. There is even 
an underground well, which 
could prove handy in these 
days of watering restrictions. 
There is even an outdoor 
sink and bench arrangement; 
could be used to clean vege-
tables from the garden. What 
was once a cattery, has been 
converted into a serviceable 
greenhouse.

Overall, this is an appeal-
ing property with character 
and lots of space with some-
thing for everyone. Contact 
Pat McFetridge to see for 
yourself. Phone 06 752 4816 

(work), 06 752 4219 (home) 
or 027 2733 940. 

Alternatively, try 
0800PATSELL (0800 728 
73557) Open2view.com 
282366

 Value for money and art deco in Okato

Tranquillity and charm.

An attractive servicable kitchen.

 Pat McFetridge of TSB Realty is marketing a great buy in 
the house for sale at 50 Gisborne Terrace, Opunake. The 
1920s house has been newly painted, (exterior and roof), has 
smart new-looking guttering and a cared for look.
 The fi rst thing you notice when you walk inside is the inte-
rior is considerably larger than it appears from the outside. 
Also striking is the varnished panelling and rimu ceilings in 
many parts of the house.
Rod, the vendor has owned the home since 1994 and will 
be sad to say goodbye, but with his family off his hands it is 
time for something else, including an extended bus tour of 
New Zealand.
 This house had been obviously loved and much has been 
done to it. Notably, the kitchen has been totally upgraded, 
with new ceramic cook top, dishwasher, modern bench top 
and brand new oven. There are lots of cupboards including 
two pantries. An extractor fan keeps the room smoke-free. 
The kitchen has a waste master and inbuilt water fi lter.
 The kitchen’s open plan style allows food preparations to 
allow the cook to talk to guests in the adjoining dining room/ 
family area.
The carpeted lounge is quite striking with its varnished pan-
elled walls and ceiling. Although the original fi replace has 
been disestablished, removal of the cover allows ready ac-
cess to the kitchen wiring if the electrician needs to visit.
 The master bedroom has an attractive ceiling, is wallpapered 
in a neutral colour and is a suntrap in the afternoon. The other 
two bedrooms are also double and also sunny. They share 
several of the features mentioned earlier, such as attractive 
ceilings.
The bathroom has a shower cubicle and bath, as well as a 

 A lot for your 
money in Opunake

50 Gisborne Terrace, Opunake

Continued page 14
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LICENSED UNDER THE REAL ESTATE AGENTS ACT 2008

Pat Mcfetridge AREINZ  

A/H 752 4219  | 0800 PAT SELLS

Text Pat for Open Home times 027 273 3940

www.tsbrealty.co.nz

it’s easier with us

A rare opportunity to own a sound & elite property in Okato. Built 
in the 1940’s this property is situated on the corner of Gossling & 
Carthew Sts. It still has many of its original features: plaster ceiling 
& wooden joinery & now has a brand new kitchen, polished �oor 
in the dining/kitchen area & new carpet. The large windows allow 
you to look out at the 2,036m2 �at section with beautiful mature 
trees & shrubs - an excellent play area for the children & pets.

46 CARTHEW STREET, OKATO

Offers over $315,000
www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4158

‘TRUE ART DECO’
This home on a 1012m2 �at, well fenced section has been 
recently renovated and a new kitchen added with all the modern 
appliances. There are still many of the original features eg: 
wooden �oors, rimu ceilings, rimu to dado line in the passage and 
bedrooms, wooden joinery. 3 double bedrooms and a good size 
sunroom makes it great for families. There is a double car shed 
and separate studio, both with power. 

50 GISBORNE TERRACE, OPUNAKE

$190,000
www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4176

TIMELESS AND TIDY

Everything is nearly new – carpet, electrical, plumbing, piles, 
decking, painting etc.  This relocated home is just waiting for 
someone to live in and develop the 1948m2 section. 
Awesome views at the mountain from the deck adds to the 
delight of this property, situated on Surf Highway 45 making  
it a desirable place to live or buy for renting.

6928 SOUTH ROAD, OKATO

Negotiating Range $180,000 - $200,000
www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4283

COMPLETELY REFURBISHED & RENOVATED

NEW LISTING

This property is suited as a holiday home, family home or rental. 
The home is very roomy and tidy inside. Not far from the beach 
this home has three bedrooms, kitchen/dining area and separate 
lounge. The outside is roughcast and the home has been recently 
redecorated. 

58 FOX STREET, OPUNAKE

$205,000
www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4217

CHOICES, CHOICES, CHOICES

This three bedroom home is a great buy, at the end of a cul-de-
sac in the middle of Okato township.  
The section is well fenced on 940m2 with a large 9m x 7.3m shed 
which would be great for cars plus a workshop.

16 FOX STREET, OPUNAKE

Negotiating Range $230,000 - $240,000
www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4290

WELL PRICED – OKATO

NEW LISTING

This four bedroom home is very tidy and warm. 
The layout of the house is the 1980’s Lockwood plan with a 
modern kitchen and open plan dining/lounge. 
The internal access garage is a bonus, a great 1st home for a 
family.

9 PONDEROSA PLACE, OPUNAKE

$215,000
www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4215

A REALLY TIDY LOCKWOOD
• Four bedrooms                     
• Two living areas
• Four plus car garaging          
• Great for entertaining
• 1012m2 fully fenced section
• Viewing by Appointment

68 GISBORNE TERRACE, OPUNAKE

$285,000
www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4216

BUY A GREAT FAMILY HOME
It’s is time for my vendors to move and make way for a young 
family or for an investor to rent. This very tidy three bedroom 
home, open plan living home has a large level section which is 
well fenced for children and pets.  Plenty of sheds for the car, 
tools and toys.

158 TASMAN STREET, OPUNAKE

Negotiating Range $180,000 - $220,000
www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4281

DELIGHTFUL

NEW LISTING

This delightful property is immaculately presented inside and out.  
The Lockwood home is surrounded by mature delightful and well 
manicured gardens which were admired by many when on show 
for the Fringe Festival.The very tidy large home has bedrooms 
of�ce, hobby room, good size lounge and dining, awesome sunny 
conservatory and modern kitchen  plus two modern bathrooms of 
which one is an ensuite.

16 HEAPHY ROAD, OPUNAKE

Negotiating Range $340,000 - $360,000
www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4280

ONE OF OPUNAKE’S BEST?

NEW LISTING
This property is being sold as is where is. 
There will be no access to the house until it is sold.
The level section is 2,023m2 (approx ½ acre) with great 
potential. Please contact Pat for more information and 
Tender documents.

25 PARK LANE, KAPONGA MORTGAGEE TENDER

Tender closes 4pm, Wednesday 27th March 2013, 
at TSB Realty Of�ce’s, 120 Devon Street East, 
New Plymouth

www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4292

NEW LISTING

A fantastic family home with a great price reduction. The living 
area of this home is huge and the renovations truly stunning. The 
kitchen is very modern with a gas cook top and electric oven 
and the two bathrooms (one an ensuite) are truly luxurious with 
modern �ttings. The huge car shed can hold up to four cars and is 
complimented with a studio at the back all this is on 1,012m2 well 
fenced section.

157 TASMAN STREET, OPUNAKE

Negotiating Range $380,000 - $420,000
www.tsbrealty.co.nz  NP4282

UPMARKET AND MODERN

NEW LISTING

62 Carthew Street | Okato
Pat Mcfetridge AREINZ

A/H 752 4219  | 0800 PAT SELLS
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Rusty 027 280 0743

www.campbellcontractingltd.com

BULK SILAGE BAGGING
• Not sure where to put your maize silage?
• Sick of wastage, mold, silage heating and birds?
• Had enough of driving to the back of your farm to full up with maize?
• Sick of making a bun every year or your old silage stack is letting you

down?

THINK AGAIN
Bulk silage bagging is a system that has many advantages and is taking
off all around the world and we are excited to be providing this service to
Taranaki for our fourth season.

• No wastage
• Small face at feed out, avoiding heating and energy loss.
• Place the bag where desired, no tyres
• Easy to calculate feed as you go.
• Separate spring maize with autumn maize and avoid wastage from

shutting your stack up.

ALSO NEW TO OUR FLEET
A new 4m Horsch air seeder one pass direct drill.
This drill is perfectly suited for our Taranaki conditions and will save you
time and money.
One pass machine for maize and turnip ground.
Cultivate before you seed in one pass leveling out wheel rutts, stubble
and rough ground. This results in a flat seedbed/paddock, a better
germination, and a lower cleaner cut come grass silage.
Lift the front cultivating discs and you have a 4m double disc drill perfectly
set up for direct drilling and under sowing into existing pasture.

Please call for some friendly advice and an
information booklet or visit our web page

52
26

6
4

5
A

A
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HOLES

The Hole Man
(Formerly Holes & Hiab Hawera Ltd)

Phone Simon Tasker
027 374 5626

After hours 06 278 8579
E: holesandhiab@xtra.co.nz

297 Glover Rd, Hawera

Soak Holes

Foundation Holes

Offal Holes

Wells  - 15m depth

We are a local company training local people.
Email us at coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz

WAREA

Ask us about our unique, effective, 
durable and economical Roller 

Hanger sliding door system.

Call today

new WC. The headlight ex-
tractor fan ensures that heat 
is maintained, but steam is 
removed. A ceramic hand 
basin and vinyl floor com-
pletes the bathroom.
At the back of the house is a 
good-sized sunroom which 
could be used for many pur-
poses such as a games room. 
As you leave the sunroom 
a pleasant patio area is en-
countered which allows both 
shelter and fresh air as you 

A lot for your money in Opunake
Continued from page 14 sip your drink.

Outside, a sleepout/games 
room is encountered. It has 
been used as a music room 
in the past. It is lined, has 
electricity and even a phone 
jack.
The house is well-served by 
ceiling insulation, with Infin-
ity gas heating as required.
 Safety features include 
smoke alarms in every room. 
The house has been recently 
rewired and replumbed.
The ‘Versatile’ double ga-
rage is a real asset and has 
two door access, as well as 
the tiltadoor to allow cars in 
off the concrete driveway. 
The building has a solid con-
crete floor. There is good 
bench space and storage fa-
cilities.
Security lights ensure that 
the yard is well lit up if any-
body approaches in the dark. 
They are also helpful if ar-
riving home if its nightfall. 
 The house is well priced 
at $190,000. It has a RV 
of $165,000 and rates of 
$2,172.27 per annum. 
Land area is approximately 
1012m2.
Pat McFetridge welcomes 
your inquiries. You can 

A totally renovated kitchen with all the mod cons.

contact her at 06 752 4219 
(work), 027 273 3940 (mo-

bile) or 06 752 4219 (home). 
Or try 0800 PAT Sells (0800 

728 73557). Her email is pat-
mcfetridgextra.co.nz

A hallway with character with rimu ceiling and rimu wall panelling 

The wood paneling is echoed in the lounge.
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Gail Drought - Livestock AgentGail Drought - Livestock AgentGail Drought - Livestock AgentGail Drought - Livestock AgentGail Drought - Livestock Agent
4036 Main South Road, Opunake | Ph: 06 761 7012 | Fax: 06 761 7018

Mob: 0274 509 108 | Email: seaviewfarm@xtra.co.nz

337 Devon St East, New Plymouth
enquiries@legalsolutions.net.nz

RURAL LAWYERS

Karen Venables

728 73557). Her email is pat-
mcfetridgextra.co.nz

 

 With more and more dairy 
farm staff entering the indus-
try from urban backgrounds 
an animal husbandry expert 
says there has to be more 
emphasis placed on stock-
manship skills, which start 
with managers and owners 
having farm policies that put 
animal welfare fi rst.  
 DairyNZ’s animal hus-
bandry expert Chris Leach 
and farm dairying specialist 
Mel Eden share a passion 
for interpreting cow behav-
iour and helping farmers 
get “inside the cow’s head.” 
By understanding their ani-
mals, they say farmers will 
improve job satisfaction for 
farm staff, animal health and 
the bottom-line.
 In March the two experts 
will present a workshop 
called ‘Interpreting cow be-
haviour’ to more than 300 
dairying women at the Dairy 
Women’s Network annual 
conference in Nelson – most 
of them farm owners and 
managers. 
 Mr Leach said the work-
shop would at times take a 
light-hearted view on a seri-
ous subject that was relevant 
even if people didn’t handle 
stock themselves, because 
farm policy is what dictates 
practice. 
 “Understanding that a cow 
is hardwired as a prey ani-
mal, which makes it natu-
rally fearful and infl uences 
how it sees and reacts to the 
world around it,  is not only 
a fascinating subject - we 
can use that information to 
help us become better stock 
people and have happier 
staff and animals.
 “Research shows that happy 
cows produce more milk and 
decrease farm working ex-
penses.  If a cow is stressed 
in the yard, her milk let 
down can be affected for as 
much as 30 minutes. If milk 
let-down is compromised 
the likelihood of her get-
ting mastitis increases and 
stressful situations such as 
overcrowding in the yard or 
being forced down the race 
can contribute to lameness. 
 “So understanding and al-
lowing for the speed and for-
mation in which cows walk 
to the shed will improve cow 
fl ow into the bail area, the 
cows will be happier, there’ll 
be less dung and less kick-
ing. If there is a reduction in 
those two things milking be-
comes less of a chore, your 
staff are going to be much 
happier and more likely to 
stay in the industry longer,” 
said Mr Leach.
 Co-presenter Mel Eden is 
considered a guru on the 
subject, having travelled 
around the world advis-
ing on dairy shed design 

Happier cows could be one solution 
to industry’s employment issues

to improve animal welfare 
and production, and masti-
tis control. He has worked 
in South America and Fiji, 
and presented in Australia 
and the UK. He is an inde-
pendent farm consultant 
and also works closely with 
DairyNZ on its Milksmart 
programme, which aims to 
improve the wellbeing of an-
imals and people by creating 
greater milking effi ciencies 
in New Zealand.
 “Farmers don’t deliberately 
mistreat cows by not con-
sidering their behaviour and 
environment – it’s just that 
it’s not necessarily front of 
mind in terms of operating 
the business. Some of the 
changes farmers can make 
are so small but make a big 
difference to the entire milk-
ing experience for both ani-
mals and people.
 “For example cows remem-
ber clothing, not people – so 
if you are doing a job that is 
going to cause discomfort or 
pain for the cow like calving, 
don’t wear the clothes you 
wear to the milking shed, or 
suddenly milking is going to 
be a fearful experience for 
the cow and a totally differ-
ent experience for you,” said 
Mr Eden.
 “The cow is a complex ani-
mal. Yes, it learns to do as 
it’s told, but it doesn’t nec-
essarily do it happily if it is 
not being treated well – and 
there are usually things that 
can be improved in its envi-
ronment. 
 “Most importantly though 
we need to get inside our bo-
vine business partner’s head 
because we have more and 
more staff joining us from 
urban areas that haven’t 
grown up with cattle. Under-
standing cow behaviour will 
make their jobs, and yours, a 
lot easier.”
 The ‘Interpreting cow be-
haviour’ workshop  will 
provide practical learning 
for taking back to the farm 
including understanding the 
principles of bovine behav-
iour, discussing tips for han-
dling bulls and recognising 
unusual behaviour that re-
quires closer attention.
 The Dairy Women’s Net-
work conference kicks off in 
Nelson on March 20 and 21, 
with a world-class line-up of 
speakers covering subjects 
as diverse as environmental 
constraints, time manage-
ment and developing future 
leaders. The conference 
theme is ‘Taking down the 
boundary fences’.
 A sampling of other speak-
ers include Olympian Mahe 
Drysdale; Hon Jo Goodhew, 
Associate Minister for Pri-
mary Industries and Minister 
of Women’s Affairs; Hin-

erangi Edwards, Trustee Pa-
rininihi Ki Waitotara (PKW 
) Farms Limited; and the 
international queen of time 
management, Robyn Pearce.
 

To learn more about the 
Dairy Women’s Network 
conference visit www.dwn.
co.nz or phone 0800 396 
748.



16    SPORTS OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSThursday, March 14 2013

James Langton

IT IS TIME TO BOOK

YOUR HEDGE MULCHING

REQUIREMENTS.

       Phone 06 752 4558     Mobile 0274 775 701

Call Jared McBride at

 JFM CONTRACTING

* Tractor and
   Trailer Hire

* Deep Ripping

* Roller Drilling

* Hedge
   Mulching

* Race & Road
   Sweeping

* Power
   Harrowing

It was a Super Rugby 
weekend that most New Zea-
land teams would rather for-

Everybody wants to be SBW
the ball in hand, get some go 
forward and don’t pass the 
ball under pressure”.

But we saw the same errors 
with all New Zealand teams; 
for example everyone wants 
to be a Sonny Bill Wil-
liams and do the one-handed 
offload.

I’ve got some concerns 
with New Zealand rugby at 
the moment. We are seeing 
the same type of rugby with 
most of the New Zealand 
teams - there is no original-
ity, no team coming up with 
a different option to play 

the game. It’s just the 
same old same old every 
week. Sir John Kirwan’s 
Blues and David Rennie’s 
Chiefs are the only two 
teams playing attractive 
rugby and keeping the op-
position guessing.

To understand why you 
can start by looking at the 
coaches. Todd Blackad-
der, Crusaders coach, Ja-
mie Joseph, Highlanders 
coach and Mark Ham-
mett, Hurricanes coach all 
played rugby at a similar 
time, advanced through 

the New Zealand rugby 
system and had limited 
coaching experience be-
fore advancing to Super 
Rugby coaching. This 
seems to be a trend in New 
Zealand rugby and could 
make our game very pre-
dictable.

Sir John Kirwan and Da-
vid Rennie are coaches of 
the two best teams in New 
Zealand rugby at the mo-
ment. These coaches spent 
a lot of time time coaching 
club rugby, provincial 
rugby and coaching 

 A big 
one

Alan Aitken›s 7.28kg 
king fish landed surfcast-
ing [well done Al].

Paddy Walsh.

Feb 7th  
Opening Day Stableford
M. Gibson  54 pts
L. Offord  42 pts
L. Langton  39 pts

Feb 12th 
R1 Brennan Shield 
Stableford
M. Gibson Net 57 49 
pts
L. Langton Net 64 44 
pts
D. Williams Net 65 40 
pts

Feb 19th 

Opunake Ladies Golf
R2 Brennan Shield Put-
ting L.G.U.
W. Vickers Net 64
L. Langton Net 70
Putting
L. Simpson 28
D. Forsyth 31
M. Wellington 31

9 Hole Stableford.  M. 
Brandt, D. Fisher.
Summer Cup Winner 
L. Simpson

Feb 26th

 R3 Brennan Shield
L. Simpson, K. Williams 
Net 67

*Offer valid until 28 February 2013 or while stocks last. Special offers apply to the following products: Miniboss™ Chainsaws MS 170, MS 171, MS 181, MS 181 
C-BE, MS 211, MS 211 C-BE; Linetrimmer models FS 38, FS 45, FS 45 C-E. Quoted savings are off the current seasonal pricing. Ask in store for further details.

YOU’LL ONLY NEED ONE

SAVE

$100

STIHL MINIBOSS™ CHAINSAWS 

FROM $395
6 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM

A new year’s resolution that will last

GREAT
DEALS

STIHL
LINETRIMMERS 

FROM $275

STIHL
HEDGETRIMMERS 

FROM $595

GREAT
PRICES

*Offer valid until 28 February 2013 or while stocks last. Special offers apply to the following products: Miniboss™ Chainsaws MS 170, MS 171, MS 181, MS 181 
C-BE, MS 211, MS 211 C-BE; Linetrimmer models FS 38, FS 45, FS 45 C-E. Quoted savings are off the current seasonal pricing. Ask in store for further details.

YOU’LL ONLY NEED ONE

SAVE

$100

STIHL MINIBOSS™ CHAINSAWS 

FROM $395
6 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM

A new year’s resolution that will last

GREAT
DEALS

STIHL
LINETRIMMERS 

FROM $275

STIHL
HEDGETRIMMERS 

FROM $595

GREAT
PRICES

COLLINS SPORTS CENTRE
Tasman St, Opunake Ph 06 761-8778

overseas before they were 
ready for Super Rugby. 
More Super Rugby coaches 
should follow this path.

Disappointing Warriors 
The Warriors produced an-
other disappointing result 
on Saturday night. The one 
thing that did catch my eye 
though was the number of 
Warriors› players smiling 
and laughing after the game. 
When you see that hap-
pening you start to wonder 
if they really give a damn 
about winning.

get. The Highlanders lost 
to the Cheaters 19-36, the 
Chiefs lost to the Stormers 
36-34, the Blues lost to the 
Bulls 28-21 the Hurricanes 
played poorly and yet still 
managed to beat the Cru-
saders.

It was hard to watch some-
times. Option taking was 
poor with the Highlanders 
being the worst of them all 
as they just kept doing 50-
50 passes. This even con-
tinued after half-time where 
I’m sure Jamie Joseph 
would have said, “Keep 

D. Williams, J. Deegan  
Net 70
Winner Brennan Shield 
L. Langton

Coastal Rugby boys in action at last year’s final at Yarrow stadium the Coastal Seniors 
have a Pre season  game on the 23rd March at Okato 2.30 pm kick off  come out and 
support the team.

Go Coastal
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James Langton lost his first 
professional boxing match 
on points, but gave a good 
account of himself against 
his opponent Asher Der-
byshire (Shailers) and lasted 
the six rounds. The fight 
was held at Rongotai Col-
lege, Upper Hutt on March 
1 and was the main event of 
the card and the one profes-
sional fight.

James said he was shocked 
at the support the other boxer 
had – crowds cheering, post-
ers, hats with Asher’s name 
inscribed, t-shirts - you 
name it. “It soon woke up 
your ideas for what you’re in 
for”, James said.

Both boxers weighed in 
at almost identical weights 
– James on 98kg and Asher 
a kilogram lighter. Before 
the fight there was a medi-
cal check-up by a doctor, 
the weigh in then several 
bouts on the undercard. Of 
the amateur boxers James 
said he saw, “Some fantastic 
ones”. Some amateurs were 
trying to qualify for the next 
Olympics.

After a brief wait in the 
changing room it was time 
for the bout. James had per-
haps seven or eight support-
ers, including his keenest 
supporter wife Kelly. How-
ever “500 or 600” people 
were roaring and clapping” 
for Asher. It was somewhat 
“overwhelming”, admitted 
James. He added, “It really 
motivated me to be honest 
with you”.

During Round 1 “I had to 
settle myself”, commented 
James after the first 30 sec-
onds or so. James thinks he 
probably won the round.

During Round 2 James 
admitted, “I started to feel 
puffed”. In fact, “We were 
both puffing a bit”.

Rounds 2 to 5 didn’t go so 
well and James thinks he lost 
them all. “In Round 4 he re-
ally ripped into me”. James 
went down on one knee 
and took a 10 count. Go-
ing down was “tactical’ he 
said. A lot of thoughts went 
through James mind – do I 
stay down? Get up? He got 
up in time.

“He just ripped into me. 
He needed a knockdown”. 
James kept him out. “I 
guarded up and I’ll see this 
round out to the bell”, ex-
plained James.

James ended on a good 
note. “Round 6 was my best 
in the whole fight. I won 
Round 6”.

When the final bell sound-
ed and the fight was over, 
“Straight away there was 
a mutual respect for each 
other”, said James. His op-

Coastal Meat
PROCESSORS

Ph: 06 752 4280 or 027 4483 568 - 50 Carthew St, Okato

James Langton lands a hefty right to his opponent’s head.

ponent invited him to come 
and have a drink with him.

Looking back James said 
that although he felt he had 
the heavier punch, “Inexpe-
rience cost me the fight”,

He was impressed with 
how the event was run. “I 

didn’t expect it to be so big 
and so well organised.”

Regrets? “A lot of work 
went into it, but it was well 
worth it”, says James.

James wanted to thank all 
those who helped him pre-
pare such as trainers Terry 

Simpson and Mo Morgan, 
Diane from Health Haven 
and, of course, his wife Kel-
ly.

James Langton  has one 
further ambition: to orga-
nise a professional boxing 
match to be held in the Opu-
nake area. He said he would 
be prepared to step into the 
ring again to be a contestant 
against a suitable opponent .

James Langton gives good account of himself in 
first boxing bout

The two boxers warily size each other up.

The fight reaches a very tense stage with neither giv-
ing an inch.

We love accepting what you for-
ward to us, but can you please 
restrict articles to a 400 word 
limit. Editorial goes to editori-
al@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz 
Advertisements go to ads@opu-
nakecoastalnews.co.nz

On this month in history
On March 17, 1897 Bob Fitzsimmons, born in Cornwall, 
England, but brought up in Timaru, won the world heavy-
weight boxing title by beating ‘Gentleman Jim’ Corbett in 
Carson City, Nevada, USA. He scored a knockout in Round 
14.
 Earlier in the bout Corbett, the favourite, was having the 
better of the fight, until Fitzsimmons shifted his attack  to 
concentrate on Corbett’s body. His strategy worked well.
 
 On March 17, 1990 Richard Hadlee  became the fourth 
cricketer and first New Zealander to attain the double - 3000 
runs and 300 wickets in test cricket. 
 The test was played against the old foe - the Australians at 
the Basin Reserve in Wellington. New Zealand won easily  
by nine wickets, no less. Richard Hadlee took 5 wickets  for 
39 runs in the Australians paltry total of 110 runs. He retired 
in the same year after being knighted.



  SPORTS

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSThursday, March 14 2013

Wednesday was painting 
day at Dawson Falls in the 
Egmont National Park. 
The start of a partnership 
between Dulux and DOC 
that will spruce up huts 
around the country, involve 
the public and add funds to 
crucial biodiversity projects.

John Hooker, Chair of Nga 
Ruahine, led the whakatau 
and welcomed DOC’s Al 
Morrison and Dulux’s Julia 
Myers. Guests found out just 
what this partnership means, 
the kids from Stratford 
Primary School told us what 
this part of the park means 
to them and by the end of 
the day the only unfinished 

Celebrating a painting partnership 
at Dawson Falls

wall at Konini Lodge had 
a little more fresh paint.

MC Tim Fraser, DOC’s 
Commercial Portfolio 
Manager explained how this 
partnership began. ”Dulux 
creates the colours of New 
Zealand and DOC preserves 
and protect them. Is there a 
better base for a partnership? 
Now the partnership has 
strengthened to become all 
about protecting our place.”

Al Morrison, DOC’s 
Director General reminded 
guests that DOC has 973 
huts and recreational 
buildings that cost $18.7 
million to maintain. “We 
look after them on behalf of 

Julia Myers, Dulux New Zealand general manager lauunches the partnership.
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New Zealanders and this 
partnership will help us do 
that even better. The value 
for DOC’s is obvious and 
the public will see Dulux 
playing an active role in 
the environment and the 
things that define New 
Zealand -the love of the 
outdoors and pride in our 
unique environment.”

Julia Myers, General 
Manager for Dulux said 
that our huts were worth 
treasuring and Dulux 
was excited about the 
partnership. ”Dulux has 
been inspiring kiwis 
about colour choices for 
more than 70 years and 

now they’ll be inspired 
by the places we  all love 
and cherish. We’ll even 
involve the public in colour 
choices and designs as huts 
receive a make over. We 
also have an opportunity 
to test the durability of our 
products in some of the 

to enjoy it and make the 
most of it. The landscape 
is unique from the range 
of native trees to Wilkies 
pools and the tracks make 
it accessible to all. The 
maunga is in our hands and 
if we care for and treasure 
it, then it will be shared 
by generations forever.”

And with that, 
the painting began!

Al Morrison and Julia 
Meyers apply some finish-
ing touches

harshest elements of the 
New Zealand climate.” 

Ethan, Georgia, Doug 
and Orian from Stratford 
Primary School reminded 
guests just how special the 
Dawson Falls Area and 
Konini Lodge is.  “Many 
have stayed to take in the 
wonder of Mt Taranaki 
and it’s not something we 
can do every day. So when 
we are here it’s important 

Events Organiser Jody 
Bloor was very pleased 
with how the Eltham 
event went on Saturday 
March 2. She estimated 
that about 250 people 
had come along. “There’s 
been kids everywhere”, 
she added. Face paint-
ing was a big hit with the 
youngsters. Daphne Bland 
said she had painted 35 
little faces. “It’s nice. You 

Arts in Taumata Park popular

Linda Terrill with her craft work including art using recycled serviettes.
see their eyes open and 
their grins get wider and 
wider”, she explains with 
a smile. .

“There was something 
for everyone”. as Jody 
commented.

There was a great va-
riety of stalls with food 
aplenty from stalls such as 
Wendy’s Kitchen. Eltham 
Kindergarten was another 
which kept people fed with 
a variety of home baking. 
The stalls were not just 
from Eltham but came 
from as far afield as Wa-
verley and New Plymouth.

Artists were well repre-
sented with their quality 
art. Erryn Willcox and Carl 
Fairweather were from 
Hawera.

Recycling was also in 
evidence. One stallholder 
has crafted a nest of table 
taken from timber (ma-
tai) from the old Hawera 
Hospital. Another exam-
ple of recycling was the 
attractive artwork made 
from old serviettes, craft-
ed by Linda Terrill. She 
sells her work overseas in 
countries such as Austra-
lia, Sweden and the USA.

One lady from Waver-
ley was selling honey and 
home-made soaps. She 
said it perhaps best of 
all, when describing her 
soaps, “They are all natu-
ral – getting away from 
all the additives. Looking 
after the planet instead of 
polluting it”.

   Send us your
    Contributions
Let the community 
know what your Clubs 
and Organisations 
have been doing 
recently



Thursday, March 14 2013 NEWS    19OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

 Ph our Hawera office on (06) 278-4169  • 26 Wellington St, Hawera
or E-mail: services@hughson.co.nz   www.hughson.co.nz

OPUNAKE OFFICE is OPEN every WED 9.30am-3pm

UGHSON  &  ASSOCIATES

WE ARE YOUR PERSONAL, FRIENDLY FARMING
& BUSINESS ACCOUNTING SPECIALISTS

0800 ACCOUNTANT0800 ACCOUNTANT0800 ACCOUNTANT0800 ACCOUNTANT0800 ACCOUNTANT
                                        2 2 2 6 8 6     2 2 2 6 8 6     2 2 2 6 8 6     2 2 2 6 8 6     2 2 2 6 8 6

YOURYOURYOURYOURYOUR
CHARTERED

ACCOUNTANT
• is a member of the New
Zealand Institute of Chartered
Accountants
• studied for 7 years to achieve
his professional qualification
• is required to undertake on
going professional development
• is bound by a code of ethics
and professional standards
• has a professional
qualification from
New Zealand that is
internationally recognised

Look for the word
“Chartered”
your assurance of quality

Dorothea Henry

Mark G Hughson,
B.B.S., C.A.,  Dip B.S

New Outdoor Environmental Centre 
underway at Oakura School

The area being developed.

Celebrating a painting partnership 
at Dawson Falls

Julia Myers, Dulux New Zealand general manager lauunches the partnership.

A new outdoor 
environmental centre is 
in development at Oakura 
School. The environmental 
centre will feature an outdoor 
classroom where students 
will experience pathways 
to foster connections with 
native trees, local birds and 
wildlife.  

In the planning stage is a 
habitat corridor from the 
Kaitake Ranges - to the 
school - to Matekai Park and 
through to the beach - for 
native bird and animal life 
like the endangered Gold 
Striped Gecko. Beyond its 
use for daytime classes it 
will include a community 
orchard which will involve 
students and the community 
in its establishment, 
ongoing development and 
maintenance. 

To support the build of this 
new outdoor environmental 
center, Oakura School is 
holding a Gala on Sunday 14 
April, 11.00am-2.00pm.

  “The gala is set to be 
the biggest yet and we’ve 
already had a great response 
with regards to sponsorship 

 I remember the cheese of my childhood, 
and the bread that we cut with a knife, 
When the children helped with the housework, 
and the men went to work not the wife. 
 
The cheese never needed an ice chest, 
and the bread was so crusty and hot, 
The children were seldom unhappy 
and the wife was content with her lot. 
 
I remember the milk from the billy, 
with the yummy cream on the top, 
Our dinner came hot from the oven, 
and not from the fridge in the shop. 
 
The kids were a lot more contented, 
they didn’t need money for kicks, 
Just a game with our mates in the paddock, 
and sometimes the Saturday flicks. 
 
I remember the shop on the corner, 
where a pen’orth of lollies was sold 
Do you think I’m a bit too nostalgic, 
or is it....I’m just getting old? 
 
I remember when the loo was the dunny, 
and the pan man came in the night, 
It wasn’t the least bit funny 
going out the back with no light. 
 
The interesting items we perused, 
from the newspapers cut into squares, 
And hung on a peg in the outhouse, 
it took little to keep us amused. 
 
The clothes were boiled in the copper, 
with plenty of rich foamy suds 
But the ironing seemed never ending 
as Mum pressed everyone’s duds 
 
I remember the slap on my backside, 
and the taste of soap if I swore 
Anorexia and diets weren’t heard of 
and we hadn’t much choice what we wore. 
 
Do you think that bruised our ego? 
or our initiative was destroyed 
We ate what was put on the table 
and I think life was better enjoyed.

 

from local businesses. 
However, to enable us to 
reach our goal of creating 
a fully functioning 
environmental centre that 
promises to deliver so much 
to our community we would 
appreciate the help of more 
businesses,” says Anne 
Clough, Chairperson of 
Friends of Oakura School 
(FOOS).

Catering for everyone 
in the family, the Gala is 
a draw for anyone who 
wants all the fun, food 
and entertainment that the 
Oakura School Gala has to 
offer as well as having a day 
on the coast enjoying the 
beautiful Oakura beaches. 
The School Gala committee 
members are thrilled with the 
support and response from 
the community.   “We’re 
well underway. We have 
services, merchandise, and 
raffle prizes donated from 
several Taranaki businesses. 

Contact Nicky Thompson, 
coordinator of the 
Sponsorship committee, 
to donate a raffle prize or 
sponsor a stall on 06 752 The good old ways

Rainfall for February ranged 
between 31 to 107% of nor-
mal, with a maximum of 7 
rain days being recorded, al-
though most locations were 
lucky to see rain on only 2 
days of the month. 95% of 
the rainfall recorded in Feb-
ruary occurred on the 4th 
and 5th of February.  Daw-
son Falls and Ngutuwera 
(Waitotara) were the only 
sites to record above nor-
mal rainfall with 102% and 
107% respectively, while the 
rain gauges from Inglewood 
North to Motunui (includ-
ing New Plymouth) only 
had rain on one day for the 
month, hence the very low 
rainfall totals for those areas 
(between 29.0 and 63.0mm).
 Year to date rainfall ranges 
between 46 and 97% of nor-
mal for all sites.
 All of the rivers recorded 

below normal flows, but 
none recorded new mini-
mum flows. The Waitara 
River at Bertrand Rd re-
corded less than half of its 
mean February flow for the 
month, averaging a flow of 
16,063 L/s, compared to its 
historical February average 
of 34,365 L/s.
 Water temperatures were 
above average for the Wain-
gongoro River (Eltham), and 
the Waitara River, while the 
Patea River, Kapuni Stream 
and Waiwhakaiho River all 
recorded below average wa-
ter temperatures. The Patea 
and Waingongoro Rivers 
recorded new minimum 
February water temperatures 
with 12.00 degC and 11.70 
degC respectively.
 Soil moistures were below 
normal for the month for all 
of the sites, except Te Kiri. 

STRATFORD

WAITARA

Provisional data only

PATEA

NEW PLYMOUTH

OPUNAKE
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MANAIA
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NATIONAL
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Very little rain in the region

7742 or foos@hotmail.
co.nz and “like” the 
Oakura School Facebook 

page and the Gala Event 
Page on www.facebook.
c o m / O a k u r a S c h o o l .

However, the soil moistures 
were still above the mini-

mum recorded soil mois-
tures from previous years
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CHURCH NOTICES

TRADES & SERVICES

Opunake & Okato Co-operating Parish
CHURCH SERVICES

St Paul’s Opunake Co-op & Rahotu
Opunake Cooperating Parish St Pauls, Havelock St,

9.30am every Sunday and the
Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month.

Oakura - St James - 10am, 2nd & 4th Sundays.
Okato - St Pauls - 10am, 1st & 3rd Sundays.

Opunake Catholic Church
SUNDAY  8.30 am at Pungarehu (St Martins),
10am at Opunake (Our Lady Star Of The Sea).

Other areas
Manaia - Sacred Heart - 1st & 3rd Saturdays at 5pm

               (2nd, 4th and 5th Sat at Hawera’s St Josephs).
Kaponga - St Patricks, Sunday 8.45am

ALL WELCOME

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

LAWNS NEED MOW-
ING? We mow lawns! 
Phone 0274 572 741 
or A/H 06 764-8885.

COASTAL GIB 
STOPPERS. Phone 
Glenn 027 524 5745.

PAINTING &
PAPERING

Tradesman - FREE quotes
G & E Lindsay
Ph (06) 752 1113
or 027 651 0148

Coastal Cleaning
Services

If it needs cleaning 
- you need me.

20 yrs exp. Inside or outside.
No job too big or too small.
Ph 027 237 8563

FREEVIEW dishes and 
aerials. TV tune in or set 
up Freeview box. Phone 
Rob at Taranaki Aerial
Services: 0800 284 396
 

FOR SALE

PAINTER  
PAPERHANGER
for all your interi-
or  decorating. Phone 
Bryan 0274658631

TO LET

CHADDY’S

CHARTERS
ISLAND TOURS

Free museum.
New tandem mountain bikes

and kayaks for hire.
Also trips to seal colony and

marine park.

Also Gift Vouchers.

Open Daily
Ph 06 758 9133

YES

BLACK CAT with white bib 
& red collar, male. In Brennan 
Place, Opunake area. Please 
phone Bernice on 06 761 8206

LOST

SCRAP METAL - for 
all scrap metal Taranaki-
wide, give us a call. Molten 
Metals (06) 751 5367 
www.moltenmetals.co.nz

WANTED TO BUY

All MGP Scooters in
 stock reduced by 20% 
for a limited time  at 
Collins Sports Centre
(06) 7618778

CELEBRITY SLIM 
RAPID buy 2 for $99, 
saving $20.80.  At Har-
dy’s the Health Shop in 
Centre City, 067587553

50% OFF TABLE selected 
cosmetics and supplements. 
At Hardy’s the Health Shop 
in Centre City, 067587553 

FANTASTIC BAR-
GIN Go Probiotics 40 
billion live bacteria, 30 caps 
$36.40 plus FREE chil-
dren’s probiotics 60 caps 
(10 billion live bacteria) at 
Hardy’s the Health Shop 
in Centre City, 067587553 

CLEANSE THAT BODY 
with Thisilyn Cleanse 
$87.40 saving $10. 
Hardy’s the Health Shop 
in Centre City, 067587553 

 
OPUNAKE 3 Bedroom 
fully fenced, close to 
all amenities $230 pw.
ph 761 8685

WANTED

BUSINESS FOR SALE

SIGN SHOP, 
very exciting industry, 
all training provided, 
very affordable price,

 ph 06 761 8020, 0274 628 632

COASTAL

R  U  G  B  Y

MR & MRS

COASTAL DAIRYFARMER

LEASE DAIRYFARM WANTED

ARE YOU WANTING TO SLOW DOWN WHILE

RETAINING YOUR ASSETS IN LAND AND

DAIRY SHARES?

THE COASTAL RUGBY CLUB HAS RUN A LEASE

DAIRY FARM OPERATION FOR THE PAST 16

YEARS AND IS CONSIDERING ITS OPTIONS

FOR 2013 AND BEYOND.

THE CLUB HAS A JX FREEHOLD DAIRY HERD OF

230 COWS ACHIEVING EXCELLENT PRODUCTION

FIGURES (-86000KGS M/SOLIDS LAST SEASON).

OUR PRESENT OPERATION IS OVERSEEN BY A

FARM CONSULTANT AND A HIGHLY MOTIVATED

FARM COMMITTEE.

IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING YOUR POSITION

AND OPTIONS FOR NEXT SEASON, WE WOULD

LIKE TO TALK WITH YOU.

INQUIRIES IN CONFIDENCE TO

DARYL HICKEY - PH: 06 761 7147

RAY BARRON - PH: 06 752 8073

DAN MORGAN - 06 763 8424

MR AND MRS COASTAL 
DAIRYFARMER 

LEASE DAIRY FARM WANTED 
Are you wanting to slow down while retaining 

your assets in land and dairy shares?
The Coastal Rugby Club has run a lease dairy 

farm operation for the past 16 years, due to family 
returning to the farm, is considering its options for 

2013 and beyond.
The club has a JX freehold dairy herd of 230 cows 
achieving excellent production figures (86000 m/

solids last season). 
 Our present operation is overseen by a farm 

consultant and a highly motivated farm committee. 
If you are considering your position and options for 

next season, we would like to talk with you.
INQUIRIES IN CONFIDENCE TO 

Daryl Hickey - PH: 06 761 7147
Ray Barron - PH: 06 752 8073
Dan Morgan - PH: 06 763 8424

Car stereo with tape 
deck and CD player. 
Alternatively a 
Phillips brand tape/ra-
dio car stereo. Phone 
(06) 761 8206 
or (06) 761 7016

KAHUI 
OUTDOOR PURSUITS

& ALPINE CLUB

To be held at the
Pungarehu Golf Club Rooms
on Tuesday 26th March 2013

at 7.30pm - All welcome
Contact W. Gibson 06 763 8768

A.G.M.

A.G.M
TE NAMU

ITI AHUWHENUA
TRUST

Sunday 14th April 2013 - 10.00am
Headlands, Fox Street, Opunake

AGENDA
- Fencing of Northern Boundary

of Tamarongo No. 6.
- Heritage Sign for Te Namu Pa.

- Community Developmental Advisor
(STDC) attending.

Continued

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

NEED EXTRA ROOM?
Move a cabin to your

site.  Many uses.

Power, insulated.

3.6 x 2.4m. Minimum

hire 6 months.  Very

smart appearance.

$50 pw

Ph 0800 111 344
or 06 754 8421

     FOR HIRE

Organic vegetable seedlings & 
herbs all at competitive prices.  We 
have a large range of gluten-free, 

vegan & vegetarian products.

67 Carthew St, OKATO,
06 752 4888

email: seedcoastal@vodafone.co.nz

Fair trade eco-friendly products

Fruit & Vege Box
delivered Taranaki Wide.LOCAL HANDCRAFTS Inc, CRAFT FAIR

Presbyterian Hall, Argyle Street, Hawera

March 16th 2013
9.30am to 3.30pm
ALL WELCOME!

PRAYER TO THE VIRGIN MARY
(Never known to fail)

O most beautiful flower of Mt Carmel, fruit of 
the vine, splendorous of Heaven, Blessed 
Mother of the Son of God.  Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in this my necessity. O Star 
of the Sea, help me and show me here in 
you are my Mother.  O Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succour me in my necessity.  There are 
none who can withstand your power.  O 
show me here you are my Mother.  O Mary 
conceived without sin pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary I 
place this cause in your hands (3 times).  
Thank you for your mercy towards me and 
mine.  AMEN
This prayer must be said for three days and 
after that the request will be granted and the 
prayer must be published.

OPUNAKE PLUNKET

Community
GARAGE SALE!

Opunake Town Hall, 
6th April.  Set up from 8am - 

9am start.  $10 to book a 
space, hurry limited spaces!

Registrations close
March 27th.

Contact Lorna 06 761 8371
proceeds to Opunake Plunket

ARAHI NETBALL CLUB
Trials for Competitive Grade Teams

Wednesday 13th March 6.30pm and
Sunday 17th March 6.30pm

Muster for Social Grades
Sunday 24th March 6pm.

ALL AT THE
SANDFORDS EVENTS 

CENTRE
Any queries please contact

Macy  ph :06 761 8927

SWAN PLANTS 
$2.50 each or 5 for 
$10.  Phone 06 764 8516

For 
advertising 

phone (06) 761 7016

Top advertise phone 
(06) 761 7016

Come one Come All
Coastal Opunake Junior Rugby 
Registration for 2013 Season

Friday 15th March 6.00-7.30pm
Saturday 16th March 10.00-11.30am

Sandfords Event Centre

Boys and Girls from 4 to 13 years of age

NO SUBS

For further information contact:
Mike Grayling 062745884
Kelly Young 067638599
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CHADDY’S

CHARTERS
ISLAND TOURS

Free museum.
New tandem mountain bikes

and kayaks for hire.
Also trips to seal colony and

marine park.

Also Gift Vouchers.

Open Daily
Ph 06 758 9133

YES
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PERFORMING ARTS GRANTS 
Your invitation to share the dream! 

The Dame Malvina Major Foundation  
is proud to provide funding opportunities to  
talented young Taranaki performing artists. 

 

Applications are now being invited for the first annual funding  
round, closing at 5pm on Sunday 31st March 2013. 

Grants are available in three categories to support the cost of  
education, training and development in the performing arts in  

New Zealand or overseas: 
 

Secondary: For Taranaki secondary school students aged 12-18 years. 
 
Elite/Tertiary: For performers from Taranaki pursuing a career in the 
performing arts through tertiary qualifications. 
 
Group: For groups whose student members are based in Taranaki and 
are providing training and/or development opportunities in performing 
arts. 

 
For an application pack and further information please contact  
Heather Cooper 06 7573155 or dmmf@staplestaranaki.co.nz 

www.damemalvinamajorfoundation.org 

 

 

 

 

Organic vegetable seedlings & 
herbs all at competitive prices.  We 
have a large range of gluten-free, 

vegan & vegetarian products.

67 Carthew St, OKATO,
06 752 4888

email: seedcoastal@vodafone.co.nz

Fair trade eco-friendly products

Fruit & Vege Box
delivered Taranaki Wide.LOCAL HANDCRAFTS Inc, CRAFT FAIR

Presbyterian Hall, Argyle Street, Hawera

March 16th 2013
9.30am to 3.30pm
ALL WELCOME!

MANAIA RUGBY FOOTBALL 
CLUB

Registration Days
Saturday 16th March 10am
Saturday 23rd March 10am

All players welcome, see you at the
Manaia Sports Complex.

Any queries ring

Simon Guthrie on 06 278 5608 or
Megan Peters on 06 272 6644

OPUNAKE DISTRICT 
R.S.A. INC.

Annual General Meeting
to be held in the Opunake 

Volunteer Fire Brigade 
Rooms on the 22nd March 

2013 at 1300.
AGENDA

Welcome
Apology

Roll of Honour
Minutes 2012

Accounts 2012
Reports

Election of Officers
General Business

Secretary
Rev. Geoff Williams

PRAYER TO THE VIRGIN MARY
(Never known to fail)

O most beautiful flower of Mt Carmel, fruit of 
the vine, splendorous of Heaven, Blessed 
Mother of the Son of God.  Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in this my necessity. O Star 
of the Sea, help me and show me here in 
you are my Mother.  O Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succour me in my necessity.  There are 
none who can withstand your power.  O 
show me here you are my Mother.  O Mary 
conceived without sin pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary I 
place this cause in your hands (3 times).  
Thank you for your mercy towards me and 
mine.  AMEN
This prayer must be said for three days and 
after that the request will be granted and the 
prayer must be published.

OPUNAKE COASTAL NEWS
Wednesday 13 March 2013

col (1 mm) x 1 cm3 30 4
$248.52 + $88 for colour
PO: 37380

For more information:

Email: regional.gardens@trc.govt.nz

Ph: 0800 736 222

www.pukeiti.org.nz

Great spot prizes from Smith Sports Shoes

Regional Council
Taranaki

Enter off roada beautiful ‐
running event through Pukeiti

Sunday April 2017 3
10.30-2.00pm

2290 Carrington Rd
New Plymouth

10.30am:

11.15am:

11.15am:

6- years -12 2km - gold coin

Big kids and dults - km -a 7.3 $5

The Challenge - km -14.5 $10

33 Currie Street, New Plymouth
Ph: 06 769 9343 - Email: smithsnp@gmail.com

REGISTER NOW

Proceeds to the Cameron Clow
and TET Athletics TaranakiTrust

at Smiths Sports Shoes

Pukeiti

Bring your kids to

explore the garden and

enjoy games on the lawn.

Barbecue and coffee

available.

OPUNAKE SPORTING 
SHOOTERS 
(Incorporated)

AGM
Tues, March 26 th
Opunake Surf Inn, 

Maui Bar,
7.30pm.

All welcome.
Any queries phone

(06) 272 8636
or (06) 761-8649.

PERCY THOMSON GALLERY EXHIBITION
‘Tentative Connection’. Runs until March 28. Refer advert.

ARAHI NETBALL CLUB TRIALS
March 17th and 24th.  Contact Macy on 06 761 8927.

TE OHU PAI MAHI O PARIHAKA
Permaculture in action. March 11 to 15. Refer advert.

OPUNAKE HIGH SCHOOL GALA DAY
Thursday March 14.

HEALTH HAVEN’S FIFTH BIRTHDAY GIFT
From March 14 to March 31 be in the draw to win prize worth $300. See advert.

OPUNAKE RAHOTU VETERINARY TRUST
Applications in by March 15 please. Refer advert.

NPBHS HOSTEL OPEN DAY
Friday March 15. Refer advert.

COASTAL OPUNAKE JUNIOR RUGBY REGISTRATION
Friday 15th and Saturday 16th March. At Sandfords Event Centre. Refer advert.

LOCAL HANDICRAFT FAIR
March 16th 2013 starting at 9.30am at the Hawera Presbyterian Hall.

MANAIA RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
Registration days - Saturday 16th March and Saturday 23rd March. Refer advert.

TARANAKI ROSE ENTRANTS MEET JUDGES
Sunday March 17 at Rosie O’Grady’s Irish Pub, New Plymouth.

WOMAD
15-17 March

ST PATRICK’S DAY
Sunday March 17.

VILLAGE GALLERY
Celebrating the Seasons - Members Easter exhibition runs March 18 to April 12.

OPUNAKE DISTRICT R.S.A INC.
A.G.M. to be held at the Opunake Fire Brigade Rooms, 22nd March 2013 at 1300.

ORIMUPIKO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Orimupiko Marae, Eltham Road, Opunake on  March 23 at 10am.

KAHUI OUTDOOR PURSUITS & ALPINE CLUB AGM
Tuesday March 26 at Pungarehu Golf Clubrooms (7.30pm). Refer advert.

COASTAL TARANAKI SCHOOL
Parent Interviews Yr 1-13, Wednesday 27th March. Refer advert.

BNZ NZ SURF FESTIVAL
From Friday March 29 to April 7. Various venues such as Fitzroy Beach and Arawhata Road. 
Refer advert.

COASTAL AMBROSE CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT
Easter Monday 1st April, Namu Road, Opunake. Refer Advert.
 
TARANAKI ROSE OF TRALEE FINAL
Friday April 5. See advert.

BODY HEAT AUSTRALIA – SURF INN
Friday 5th April, $20 presales - $35 at the door.  Refer advert.

OPUNAKE PLUNKET COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE
Saturday 6th April – Opunake Town Hall.  Refer advert.

ELTHAM DOWNHILL CHEESE RACE
Saturday April 6. Refer advert (Eltham Four Square)

PUKEITI PUFFER
Sunday 7th April 10.30-2.00pm. Refer advert for further information.

To advertise 
phone 

(06) 761 7016
Come one Come All
Coastal Opunake Junior Rugby 
Registration for 2013 Season

Friday 15th March 6.00-7.30pm
Saturday 16th March 10.00-11.30am

Sandfords Event Centre

Boys and Girls from 4 to 13 years of age

NO SUBS

For further information contact:
Mike Grayling 062745884
Kelly Young 067638599
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Percy Thomson Gallery presents Tentative Connections

An intriguing exhibit at Percy Thomson’s
 latest collaborative exhibition.

South Taranaki schools 
are being exposed to world 
music days before the rest of 
New Zealand gets to hear the 
exotic sounds of Womad.

Two Kaponga and two 
Opunake schools took part 
in workshops and perfor-
mances by singer/songwriter 
Grace Barbe on Tuesday 
March 12 and Wednesday 
March 13, in the lead up to 
Womad New Zealand 2013.

Kaponga School princi-
pal Shane Downs is wel-
coming the sneak pre-
view, which is part of the 
festival’s 2013 Shell NZ 
Community Programme.

It is the third time the 
school has taken part in 
the programme, which 
exposes students to a dif-
ferent culture and style of 
music, and is supported 
by Shell New Zealand.

“It’s so completely dif-
ferent to what the kids 
are used to seeing.  The 
noise the artists create, 
the way they look – those 
are the unique elements of 
the experience,” he says.

His school hosted Barbe 
on March 12 with 25 stu-

schools before they all meet 
at the TSB Hub in Hawera 
on Thursday March 14.  
There, a further workshop 
is planned as well as a mini-
performance by students and 
Womad artists.  Shell NZ 
provides transport for the fun 
day as well as refreshments.

Barbe, originally from 
Seychelles, now lives in 
Western Australia.  She 
sings in Kreol, English 
and French, retelling an-
cient tales to present her 
culture to the wider world.

The Shell NZ Womad 
community programme is a 
great opportunity to trans-
port he music of the world 
to our Taranaki communi-
ties where the company has 
been operating for more 
than 60 years, says Shell 
NZ chairman Rob Jager.

“Supporting international 
artists to perform locally and 
ensuring schools have the 
opportunity to participate in 
this culturally diverse event, 
is one way we can be a good 
neighbour which is very 
important to us. Creativity 
is central to our business, 
so our ten year partnership 
with WOMAD is a great fit.”

School children get a taste of 
WOMAD coming soon

Opera to Popera, is coming 
to New Plymouth on Friday  
March 22, 11am,City West 
Church, 62c Poplar Grove.
 
 We would like to offer some 
competition packages to 
help spread the word about 
this wonderful concert! The 
package will include double 
passes, a book and a CD. 
Please let us know if you 
would like to be involved in 
this promotion.
 Ever been in front of the 
television and heard a won-
derful classical piece of mu-
sic or been to the movies 
and scanned the credits for 
the name of that wonderful 
song? Find all the answers 
in the new show touring na-
tionally ‘Opera to Popera’ 

from the award-winning 
Daytime Concert Series.
  Songs like the Lakme Duet 
(British Airways Advert) 
and Nessun Dorma (Soccer 
World Cup) have become 
instantly recognised because 
of their promotional use, but 
they are equally famous in 
the operatic world. That’s 
simply because they are 
fabulous songs. Performers 
like Andre Bocelli, Andre 
Rieu, Sarah Brightman and 
more recently Josh Groban, 
Russell Watson and group Il 
Divo have kept the ‘cross-
over’ tradition alive.
 From wonderful songs 
which are instantly recogni-
sable to some new gems that 
are bound to go onto your 
list of “must find that on a 

CD” this concert is class, 
yet fun from start to finish. 
Sit back in the movie the-
atre or in front of the TV and 
say “Oh, I know that song, I 
heard it in a concert the other 
day – do try to keep up!”
 Operatunity Director Su-
san Boland heads a stellar 
cast, which includes Elisha 
Fa’i-Hulton who has per-
formed as a soloist with the 
Auckland Choral Society, 
at the finals of the West-
field Style Pasifika, been a 
Becroft Grand Aria finalist 
and performed the role of 

dents from the school tak-
ing part in a workshop.  
Nearby school, St Patricks 
Kaponga, also sent 25 
of its students to join in.

Opunake Primary School 
principal Lorraine William-
son was equally enthusias-
tic.  Her school took part for 
the first time with students 
from Te Kura o Nga Ruahin-
erangi joining her students 
in the workshop by Barbe 
on Wednesday March 13.  
“We’re delighted because a 
number of our students are 
keen musicians and to be ex-
posed to international level 
performers is a real thrill.”

Twenty-five students, 
who are Year 7 and Year 
8, have been picked as 
many take music classes 
or are in the school band 
at Opunake, she says.

“Well done to Womad or-
ganisers because for children 
from the coast, to get an op-
portunity like this, is difficult.  
Transport is often a prob-
lem and this is a nice thing 
to do for our community.”

Students from both the 
Kaponga and Opunake 
schools spend half a day in 
the workshops at their own 

Serse in Handel’s Xerxes 
with the Handel Consort 
& Quire. She has also per-
formed in Malaga in Fiji and 
at the opening ceremony of 
the South Pacific Games in 
Samoa. 
 Joining them is tenor Derek 
Hill who graduated from 
McGill University in Mon-
tréal Canada with High 
Distinction in Voice. Since 
his return to New Zealand 
in 2004 he has appeared in 
productions with NBR New 
Zealand Opera, Southern 
Opera, Canterbury Opera, 
Opera Otago, Hamilton Gar-
den Opera and Opera Un-

leashed. In concert he has 
been a soloist with The New 
Zealand Symphony Orches-
tra, Auckland Philharmonia 
Orchestra, Manukau Sym-
phony Orchestra, Auckland 
Choral, Bach Musica and 
Hamilton Civic Choir. 
 Also featuring is talented 
young tenor Cameron Bar-
clay whose many stage 
credits include being a 
PWC Dame Malvina Ma-
jor Emerging Artist at NBR 
New Zealand Opera. 
 Says Sue, “Popularising 
and making opera acces-
sible is greatly helped by 
the media and by popular 

cross over bands like Il 
Divo and Amigi. We have 
put together our own New 
Zealand ‘opera band’’ with 
our incredibly talented 
guest artists and special ar-
rangements of great tunes, 
and some of our singers 
are as easy on the eye as 
their more famous counter-
parts!”
  The Daytime Concert Se-
ries is presented by Opera-
tunity, a company which 
presents over 200 con-
certs per year in 24 venues 
throughout New Zealand. 
All this from its humble 
beginnings 11 years ago. 

 

 Opera to Popera

From left, Derek Hill, Elisha Fa’a-Hulton, Susan Boland and Cameron Barclay.  
Carmen Roger’s latest 
works see her transforming 
the ‘mundane blind’ into 
something beyond the 
everyday; the works look at 
addressing the domestic blind 
parts and how they relate 
to geometric abstraction. 
  Inglewood artist Dorothy 
Andrew’s in explaining her 
ideas for her work says they 
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  A collaborative exhibition 
of seven New Plymouth 
artists, all on their respective 
creative pathways – but 
working with very different 
mediums, bring new and 
exciting works to the 
community and the art world.  

Percy Thomson Gallery presents Tentative Connections
“come from a love of the 
natural world, (fl ora and 
fauna).The textures and 
linear qualities of natural 
materials lend themselves 
to a variety of mark making; 
the angular branching of 
trees contrasting with the 

emerge in unexpected ways.”
  Completing a BVA in 
2012, artist Jenny Bielawski 
enjoys fi nding new ways to 
use traditional techniques of 
knitting, sewing and painting 
to produce contemporary 
art works.  Her earlier 
career in Midwifery has 
a strong infl uence on the 
skull and body work she 
is becoming renown for.
  Jacqueline Mann’s ‘painted 
drawings’ are an extension 
of her sculptural practice 
and are similarly a nod to 
architecture.  Jacqueline 
says of her work, “These 
graphic compositions 
evolve in increments, with 
a lack in editing so as each 
contributory layer can be 
viewed. As each mark 
follows another, ambiguous 
structures unfold within 
their own rules of logic.” 
Infl uenced by Susan 
Sontag’s literary works 
‘Against Interpretation’ and 
‘The Aesthetics of Silence”, 
Mann explores what happens 
when the content from 
behind a work is removed 
and we are no longer ‘all 
at one’ with the subject.  
  “I’m not sure what it 
becomes then, and this 
is where the sculptural 

object, in particular, 
is for me.  It becomes 
an ‘uncertain’ object.”
   An emerging artist, 
Mann has held several 
exhibitions and holds 
a Bachelor of Fine Art.
  Textures and layers with 
her mixed media, acrylic 
paintings refl ect a stage 
in life of self awareness 
for local artist Deborah 
Stewart.  She is strongly 
infl uenced by her deep love 
of Mother Nature which 
she claims feeds her soul 
and fulfi ls her visual needs.
  Juliet Chell describes 
her work as being 
inspired by Information 
Technology and its 
infl uence on our lives.  
  From her studio in 
Egmont Village, Karena 
Winnie’s work is driven 
by process as opposed to 
image, it predominately 
relates to space; both 
internal and external. 
“This exhibition will be 
a diverse change from 
the previous exhibitions 
in Percy Thomson and 
should challenge, provoke 
and stimulate discussion 
among our viewers’ says 
gallery director Sue Morton. 

An intriguing exhibit at Percy Thomson’s
 latest collaborative exhibition.

School children get a taste of 
WOMAD coming soon

 Where artists are con-
cerned, the world is a vil-
lage, and co-operation and 
collaboration are possible.  
The March exhibition on 

Virtual Tart: The Wall

RaceCheese
Downhill

in Elthamin Eltham

SATURDAY APRIL 6th 2013
Make sure you get your entry form from

ELTHAM FOUR SQUARE
Market Day Starts at 9am

First race starting at 11.00am
Contact: 06 764 5310

Great Fun!

Don’t miss out!

DO YOU
LOVE

INS GING
Then come along to the 
Coastal Singers group in 
Opunake on Thursday 

nights and enjoy singing 
with us from 7pm to 

9pm.

You do not have to be
able to read music.

Shared car pool available from 
New Plymouth, Hawera to 

Opunake

All welcome!

For further information contact:
Noeleen Moir 
Jean Roach

(06) 761 8127 or
 (06) 761 8654

Exhibition runs 
until 28th March 

2013

Dorothy Andrews

Juliet Chell

Carmen Rogers

Jenny Bielawski

Jacqueline Mann

Deborah Stewart

Karena Winnie

“Do you have ringing  
noises in your head?”

Contact  
Central Audiology to help 

you manage your Tinnitus.

Make an appointment today

Phone: 757 3435

Tinnitus can be a ringing, 
whistling, buzzing, cicada 
sound of noise or similar.

Tinnitus is a common problem and many 
people may experience it at some stage. 

If you think you may have tinnitus, contact 
Central Audiology, to help you with the 

management of your tinnitus.

Call Central Audiology today  
to make an appointment.

Sandra Pacheco
Audiologist

M.Aud. Hons, CCC, MNZAS,
specialist in tinnitus 

retraining therapy.

New Plymouth: 06 757 3435

Stratford: 06 765 5454

Hawera: 06 278 218058 Fulford Street, New Plymouth

Carmen Roger’s latest 
works see her transforming 
the ‘mundane blind’ into 
something beyond the 
everyday; the works look at 
addressing the domestic blind 
parts and how they relate 
to geometric abstraction. 
  Inglewood artist Dorothy 
Andrew’s in explaining her 
ideas for her work says they 

curvaceous shapes of their 
leaves; smooth glossy 
foliage against a rough 
textured bark, or grasses 
blowing in the wind. The 
inspiration from the natural 
things around us is endless. 
Visions of its many forms 
bore into the recesses of 
the mind, to form a tangled 
mass of memories, which 

Call Central Audiology today

FREE hearing 
check for adults

We are the only 100% owned and operated hearing clinic in Taranaki. 

We offer an initial half hour free hearing check and consultation for adults.

“WE CAN HELP YOU WITH YOUR HEARING”
•	Professional	full	hearing	assessments 

and advice
•	Obligation-free	hearing	aid	trial
•	Tinnitus	(ringing	in	the	ears)	advanced	
management	techniques

•	ACC,	War	Pensions,	Subsidy,	WINZ	approved

Our clients expect the best in service from our team, and we deliver. 

Phone: 0800 751 000
Central Audiology Taranaki. 
58 Fulford Street, New Plymouth

 

 

 “Helping people who 
are deaf and hear-
ing impaired to achieve 
a better quality of life” 
We call on all New 
Zealanders to help. 
The objective of Hearing 
Week 2013, which runs 
from the 25th to the 31st 
of March, is to encour-
age family and friends to 

Hearing Week 2013 
discuss hearing loss with 
someone they know who 
they think suffers from it. 
 It’s a simple objective 
that can markedly improve 
the quality of life for thou-
sands of New Zealanders. 
Hearing loss often develops 
over a number of years and 
the fi rst step, which can be 
very challenging, is to actu-

ally acknowledge it exists. 
 This Hearing Week, take 
the opportunity to help a 
family member or friend 
to acknowledge their hear-
ing is not what it used to 
be and support them by 
helping them fi nd where 
to go for a hearing test and 
rehabilitation as required. 
Do you know someone 

close to you that may 
have a hearing loss? 
Help is available: Find out 
more at www.nfd.org.nz 
 Contact Louise Carroll, 
CEO, The National Foun-
dation for the Deaf Phone: 
Phone: 021 076 6990 
or Email: louise.car-
r o l l @ n f d . o r g . n z

the Virtual Tart website is 
The Wall, an exploration of a 
theme, by Kristina Shishkova 
of Bulgaria, and fi ve artists 
from Taranaki, New Zealand.  

 The exhibition will be 
online throughout March, 
and the opening, as suits a 
between-hemispheres show, 
will be champagne shared 
by the New Zealand artists 
who recently came out here 
to Puniho for lunch, with 

glasses raised in the di-
rection of Bulgaria.  Do 
have a look at the ex-
hibition and send us a 
message.  Thank you.

 And another exciting 
note ... the exhibition of 
collages from the ICE14 

exchange will be touring - 
next showing is at The Vil-
lage Gallery in Eltham, New 
Zealand, during June 2013.

 Forty eight parcels are in 
already for ICE15.  Life is 
fun and exciting.         Cheers

                   Dale Copeland 
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Q Card lending criteria, fees, terms and conditions apply. 
*Carpet sold in broadloom metres.  Not all ranges 
available in all stores.  At participating stores.  Promotion 
terms and conditions apply.

Ph: 06 753 3933

Borrell Ave

New Plymouth
WESTOWN

Dairy farmer cooperative, 
LIC, is taking to the road in 
March to deliver free work-
shops to help farmers get 
the most out of their herd 
records.  Accurate herd re-
cords are acknowledged 
to be one of the best tools 
to help farmers manage 
stock through the drought 
which is currently affect-
ing much of the country. 
LIC Acting CEO, David 
Hemara, said the train-
ing is a response to re-
quests from farmers. 
“Technology is more a part 
of modern dairying than it’s 
ever been.  Today’s farmers 
need information at their fi n-
gertips about various aspects 
of the herd or farm so they 
can make decisions at the 
right time.  They also need 
to be able to tailor this infor-
mation so it’s unique to their 
farming goals and system. 
“Our farmer customers have 
told us that there simply 
isn’t time during the nor-
mal farming day to sit down 
and extend their knowl-
edge of the technology they 
have;   they’re aware there’s 
a lot more uses they can get 
from their herd information 
and want help, but this has 
to be delivered at the right 

Free training to help farmers with herd recording comes to Taranaki
time and in the right place. 
“The right time means when 
farmers need it ie in the 
months leading up to the 
pressure times on farm, like 
calving and mating.  And the 
right place is in their local 
areas, handy to the farm.  So 
that’s what we’re doing.” 
LIC’s 2013 programme of 
customer training kicks off 
in March aimed at providing 
farmers with knowledge so 
they can plan and record dry-
ing off and culling (which 
generally occurs in autumn). 
The day’s programme  has 
two segments.  In the morn-
ing, farmers who are new to 
MINDApro, or who want to 
gain more confi dence, will 
learn what data can be en-
tered,  the easiest way to do 
that, and how to access the in-
formation when it is needed. 
The afternoon session has 
been designed for farm-
ers who have mastered the 
basics but want to extend 
their ability to tailor reports 
for culling or drying off. 
David Hemara said LIC’s 
Customer Training Team 
will be writing to all custom-
ers in the area where each 
workshop is going to be held, 
inviting them or their staff to 
attend part or all of the day. 

Three events are be-
ing held in Taranaki  -   
Inglewood, Tuesday 19 
March 2013 at the Ingle-
wood Rugby Club, 1 El-
liot Street, Inglewood 
Normanby, Thursday 21 

March 2013 at the Nor-
manby Hall, 97 Ketema-
rae Road, Normanby 
Opunake, Friday 22 
March 2013 at the Sand-
fords Event Centre, Tas-
man Street, Opukake 

Full details of the work-
shops being planned around 
New Zealand can be 
found on the LIC website 
http://www.lic.co.nz/lic_Cus-
tomer_training_courses.cfm. 
LIC anticipates that the work-

shops will be very popular 
and is urging farmers reg-
ister their interest by email-
ing name and contact de-
tails to training@lic.co.nz. 

Free training for farmers.

 DairyNZ’s latest research 
will be showcased at a na-
tionwide series of Farmers’ 
Forum events during April 
and May.  The informa-
tive and practical seminars 
will be held in Whangarei, 
Hawera, Woodville, Inver-
cargill and Greymouth.

DairyNZ chief executive, 
Dr Tim Mackle, says each 
year the Farmers’ Forum 
provides a great opportunity 
for dairy farmers to see how 
their levy is invested and to 
learn about dairy industry 
research and development 
work relevant to their re-
gion’s farming issues.

DairyNZ Farmers’ Forum takes science to the regions
“Our Farmers’ Forum has 

become an annual gathering 
and every second year we go 
out to the regions and cus-
tomise forum topics based 
on locally relevant issues,” 
says Tim. 

“Farmers tell us they really 
look forward to the forum 
each year and gain a lot from 
attending.  We guarantee 
you’ll go away with some-
thing you can implement 
on-farm to make a positive 
difference.

“The programme for each 
regional event is designed 
by the local DairyNZ teams 

and customised based on 
that region’s particular chal-
lenges and opportunities.  
Most events also feature lo-
cal farmers talking about 
their own experiences and 
results,” he says.

The Farmers’ Forum re-
gional events include time 
for informal discussion with 
DairyNZ scientists and de-
velopers plus others who 
lead key industry research 
and development pro-
grammes.

Farmers can view the 
DairyNZ Farmers’ Forum 
conference programmes for 

each region and register on-
line at www.dairynz.co.nz/
farmersforum.  Registration 
prior to each event is essen-
tial.  

Registration is free to levy-
paying farmers and their staff 
– there is a $50 charge for all 
others.  

Each event runs from 10am-
2pm.  Lunch is provided.

MEMBERS EASTER EXHIBITION
166 High St, Eltham

Celebrating the Seasons

THE VILLAGE GALLERY
Exhibition runs

March 18 to April 12

To advertise 
ph 06 761 7016
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